Beast in the Garden  Reading Questions – Discussion 2 (pp. 37-78):

Use these questions to guide your reading, to help you take some notes on the reading, and to prepare for discussion.   Write your responses to questions marked with * to turn in! What was your favorite line in each chapter?  Be ready to share!
Continue your list of mountain lion natural history facts that you learn while reading this book.  
Chapter 3 – Happy Times
1. *(p. 41) What do you think of the reaction of Boulder’s citizens to the death of the trapped mountain lion?  Why is this such a poignant/ironic point to make?
& what might have been the most important effect of this event?
2. *Who is Jim Halfpenny – what does he do?

Chapter 4 – City of Nature
1. History of Boulder’s love affair with nature: how does it sound?  “a village surrounded by a wilderness...” (p. 48)  and what do you think?  
2. Boulder’s fierce protection of green space around the city has often sparked controversy.  Why?  

3. *How is this “natural” habitat actually very unnatural?  Give some examples.

4. Signs of strain – interactions with wildlife: what do you think of Boulder’s philosophy/approach to wildlife in the city?  (p. 49-50)

5. *Explain how mountain lions “sculpt” deer. (p. 51)  Does it work the other way, too?

Chapter 5 – Lion Search

1. What’s the point of the section about Scott Lancaster and bike racing in this chapter?

2. *Cat biology – reproduction, kittens, hunting

3. *Michael Sanders’ cat observation report forms – significance/pattern of sightings in this chapter?  What = the time frame discussed here?
Chapter 6 – The Day Shift

1. Note the clever juxtaposition of the presidential election and lion sightings...

2. *What is the difference between the philosophy of the Division of Wildlife (DOW) toward wildlife, vs. the City of Boulder?  Think about your own experiences and your family’s values - Where would you stand in this debate?  (p. 68)

3. To what extent was this “...not... a lion problem but rather... a human one?”  (p.69)

4. *What was so very alarming about Ponce’s sightings of this lion in her back yard – why was this so significant?
What is the time frame covered in this chapter...?
5. Comments on the quote from Paul Danish, p. 76-77.
