Beast in the Garden  Reading Questions – Discussion 3 (pp. 81-166):

Use these questions to guide your reading, to help you take some notes on the reading, and to prepare for discussion.   Write your responses to questions marked with * to turn in! 
Continue your list of mountain lion natural history facts that you learn while reading this book.  
Part 2 – Borrowed Time

Chapter 7 – Sterkfontein Redux
1. *What’s the significance of the title of this section – “Borrowed Time?”
2. What is the story of Sterkfontein – how is it relevant to our story?

3. *What did Michael Sanders learn at the Mountain Lion Workshop in Prescott AZ that might have made him even more worried about mountain lion behavior in Boulder?
4. (p.93) Lee Fitzhugh made a series of cautionary remarks at the conference.  How were these statements received by the other lion experts in attendance?  Why?

5. How might these statements, made by Fitzhugh based on his experience in California, be pertinent to the Boulder lions?  How about Durango…?

6. Baron makes the case that “…the balance of power was shifting… back toward the cats.”  - relating what Michael Sanders found in the cave above Boulder to the limestone caves in South Africa & our ancestors’ travails with cats.  What is the significance of the connection he’s making?  Do you buy it?

Chapter 8 – Cats & Dogs 
1. *Why would mountain lions be afraid of dogs?

2. Is there any significance to Fifi’s demise, relative to the question above?

3. *What is “habituation,” and how does it relate to the issue of mountain lions & dogs in the Boulder region?

4. *What is meant by the urban-rural (or “urban-wildland”) interface?  Can you think of some cities or towns that exemplify that interface?

5. Do you think Jim H. & Michael S.’s radio-collaring idea was worthwhile, or was it indeed – as the DOW officials decided – a potential waste of time and energy?

6. DOW officials also doubted the validity of many of the lion sightings.  What do you think – can the lay public be trusted to make valid calls about wildlife, especially big scary animals like cougars? (p. 105)
7. *The DOW gave its reasons for not supporting a radio-collar study of mtn. lions (p.105).  Do you agree – was the liability issue a valid reason for not promoting the study?  And what other reason did DOW personnel give for not being alarmed by the lions’ behavior?

8. DOW also thought Jim & Michael had ulterior motives in promoting the study.  What do you think?  & would this also be a valid reason to turn them down?

9. *How does the section on the Boulder Canyon fire compare with what you learned in “Fire Wars?”

10. P. 111 – hopefully not prophetic words…  What do you think?  Are these guys being unrealistic & blowing things way out of proportion, as the DOW thinks, or not?

11. *What similarities existed between Boulder & Montana where the 5 year old boy was killed by a lion?  What is the significance of the dog disappearing first…? 
Chapter 9 – Trouble in the Canyon

1. *Is there really any difference between “Fifi’s” death and “Barney’s?”  What’s the significance?

2. What was the DOW response to events in Coal Creek Canyon?  Do you think it was the appropriate way to deal with this situation?

3. If this was, indeed, the work of a single “rogue” lion, how would you suggest dealing with it?

Chapter 10 – The Hunt

1. How do you feel about lion hunting, after reading Baron’s descriptions?
2. Teddy Roosevelt, a recurring character in the book, has been called the greatest conservationist president in United States history, yet he enjoyed hunting big game, including cougars.  Do you consider him a conservationist by today’s standards?
3. *What do you think about the response of the public toward Mark Malan, after he killed the Coal Creek mountain lion?  How would you have reacted?

Chapter 11 – Culture – Human & Animal

1. *Why did Baron include the discussion of European settlers and their treatment and persecution of native people of the Boulder area – the Arapaho & Cheyenne?

2. At the community meeting in Coal Creek Canyon, after a lion had killed several dogs in the area, one resident commented (pp. 157-58), “It’s a privilege to share this habitat with mountain lions.  We need to learn to live with them.  They were here first.”  What do you think of this statement?
3. *How has the DOW’s advice about what to do if attacked by a lion changed?

4. What was the end result of the contentious meeting in Coal Creek Canyon?  How did the DOW respond?  Do you agree with their assessment of the situation?
5. (p. 162) How had the people of modern Boulder “…actually created something new…?”  

6. *What is aversive conditioning?  Do you agree that mtn. lion behavior was changing?  Do you think people should have been concerned about this change?

7. What would YOU do if you were in charge of this situation?
