Center of SW Studies Gallery: “Mountain Lion” Exhibit

This is a self-guided questionnaire to the Center of Southwest Studies new Mountain Lion exhibit.  Start at the beginning of the exhibit or you can go backwards so all of you aren’t starting at the same place.  The questions go in sequential order throughout the exhibit and are each associated with an exhibit board or exhibit case. 
1)  What other names do mountain lions go by?

2)  How long have humans and mountain lions lived together? What type of cats (ancestors) were present then?

3)  What is the largest lion that ever existed?  Where did they live and when did they go extinct?  How big were they?

4)  Are mountain lions true lions?  Who are they most closely related to?

5)  What is phylogeny?  Look at the mountain lion family tree and think about why mountain lions survived while so many of their relatives went extinct?

6)  What is a cache?

7)  Why are mountain lions’ hind legs longer than their front legs?

8)  Why do mountain lions have large home ranges?  

9)  List and describe six adaptations of mountain lions to their habitat (e.g., body type, size, shape, fur color, etc.)?

10)  List and describe three of the mountain lion relatives (cousins)?

11)  What do mountain lions eat?  How are their teeth and claws adapted to hunting?

12)  What is a fetish?  What does the mountain lion fetish represent to the Zuni tribe?

13)  Describe two Native American cultures’ viewpoints towards the mountain lion.
14)  Why did early American settlers want to exterminate the mountain lion?  When did killing mountain lions become sport?  When was Proposition 117 passed in California to end mountain lion hunting?

15)  What was one of the negative ecological outcomes from hunting mountain lions in regards to deer populations?  

16) What is your personal viewpoint towards mountain lions?  Should we have more or fewer mountain lions in your opinion?

17)  Why are human encounters with mountain lions increasing?

18)  How common are mountain lion attacks on humans?  How often to mountain lions kill people?

19)  What are some simple precautions to coexist successfully with mountain lions?

20)  What are the four condition risks and describe them.  What should you do for your safety for each of them?

21) Watch the four minute mountain lion video.  List two new things you learned from this video that you didn’t learn from the rest of the exhibit.
22)  What are some signs that a mountain lion has been near you or is near you without physically seeing a lion?

23)  What are the various ways mountain lions have been portrayed in art in American culture?  How does this impact our viewpoint on mountain lions?

