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EC Digest, April 14, 2009

Note: The EC is trying to get in touch with one of our supporters who bought four tickets for our Cow Drop fundraiser on the night of our Earth Week keynote talk by Sarah Ruth van Gelder.

EC Events 

Wednesday, April 15th – Reflections on Russia
What: EC staffer Brandon Hightower will be discussing differences between the United States and Russia that affect each country’s response to climate change as well as some unique aspects of climate change in Russia.

When: 7:00 p.m.

Where: Noble Hall 125

For more information: Contact Brandon Hightower at bchightower@fortlewis.edu
Friday, April 17th – Open House and Deck Party

What:  The EC is teaming up with KDUR and the Indy to host an “Open Trailer” party to celebrate our new digs.  It’s all hands on deck.  There will be a little BBQ, a CD sale, and hang out time.

When: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Where: Trailer Town, north of the Mears Apartments on the FLC campus

For more information: Call the EC at 247-7676

Friday, April 17th – Horse Gulch Clean-up

What:  The SEEDS-Campus Ecology Club and the Environmental Center are sponsoring a clean-up of this valuable community open space.  We’ll talk a little about the threats to Horse Gulch and how people can get involved to protect this area.  

When: 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.

Where: Meet at the base of the Horse Gulch trailhead.  Bring gloves

For more information: Call Andrea Rossi at 247-7676 or email ajrossi@fortlewis.edu 

Sunday, April 19th – 2nd Annual Cow Drop Fundraiser
What: The fun fundraiser for the Environmental Center, Engineers without Borders, and the FLC Anthropology Club.  Participants will have the chance to win $500 depending on where the cow in question decides to poop.  There will be music from the Good Neighbors, root beer from Carvers, and one confused cow.  

When: 12:30 to 2:30 p.m.

Where: La Plata County Fairgrounds at the Green Living Expo

For more information: Contact the EC at 247-7676 or visit the EC’s website at http://envcenter.fortlewis.edu.

Friday, April 24th – Horse Gulch Native Plant Hike

What: The final event in the SEEDS-Campus Ecology and EC’s Horse Gulch series.  Learn about the native plants growing right in FLC’s backyard with the EC’s native plant gurus Melinda Markin and Pam O’Donnell  

When: 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.
Where: Meet at the base of the Horse Gulch trailhead. 

For more information: Call Andrea Rossi at 247-7676 or email ajrossi@fortlewis.edu 

Other Upcoming Events 
Wednesday, April 15 – Green Alternatives in Building Materials - HBASC Sustainable Building Education Brown Bag Lunch Series
What: Discussion about different green building materials and products. Speakers Bill Robertson (Lewis True Value Mercantile, Bayfield) and Bill Bader (Alpine Lumber) will be on hand to answer questions. Reservation Required by Tuesday, April 14. First National Bank of Durango

will provide beverages and dessert.

When: 12 noon sharp – 1:15 p.m.

Where: First National Bank of Durango, 259 West 9th Street, Training

Room (downstairs)

For more information: Contact Kathy Burgess at kburgess@fnbdurango.com or 970-382-5792 (leave message) or Megan Hronich, mhronich@fnbdurango.com, 382-5744

Wednesday, April 15 – American Recovery and Reinvestment Act – Energy Opportunities Workshop

What: Workshop to identify opportunities for La Plata County organizations to work together to secure funding for local and green energy projects from the recently passed stimulus package.  Hosted by representatives from the Governor’s Energy Office.

When: 2:30 to 4:30 p.m.

Where: Durango Recreation Center

For more information: Contact Hew Hallock at Hew.Hallock@state.co.us or 719 480-4892
Thursday, April 16- Plática: ¿Eres un Hombre de Verdad?
What: As part of Sexual Assault Awareness Month, SASO’s Council on Sexual Violence Prevention will host a Spanish language “plática” or dialogue, with the purpose of educating Latino men about the consequences and facts of sexual assault and to prevent sexual violence happening in the Latino community.  Spanish speaking men are encouraged to attend, but the event is open anyone regardless of gender.
When: 4:00 pm 
Where: Tequilas Restaurant

For more information: Contact Michael Rendon at michael@durangosaso.org
Thursday, April 16 - Take Back the Night Rally
What: Rallies include survivor testimonials and empowerment marches inspiring people to confront sexual assault, intimate partner violence, rape, and violence against children. The unifying theme is that all humans have the right to be free from violence, the right to be heard, and the right to reclaim those rights if they are violated.  Separate women and men’s rallies will begin at 5:30 p.m. Both groups will meet at 6:45 at the FLC Clock Tower then march via Main Street to Rotary Park for a General Speak-out. Poet and MC Victoria Eberle will then run an open mic at the Steaming Bean from 9–11 PM.
Where: Women’s rally Fort Lewis College’s Noble Hall 130; Men’s rally FLC Amphitheatre
For more information: Contact Michael Rendon at michael@durangosaso.org 

Friday, April 17-Barnyard Days
What: Five hundred preschool, K and 1st graders will attend this animal orientation and petting zoo on the Fort Lewis College campus. In addition to animal exhibits, there will be several educational exhibits on fiber spinning and weaving, grinding wheat, turkey tracks, worms, grain products, fire safety, and making seed balls.
When: 9 am to noon
Where: FLC Clock Tower
For more information: Beth LaShell, at (970) 247-7189 or Lashell_b@fortlewis.edu 

Friday, April 17- Student Union Groundbreaking
What: Groundbreaking ceremony for Fort Lewis College’s new $37.5 million student union building.
When: 4:30

Where: FLC Clock Tower

Cost: free 

 

Friday and Saturday, April 17 and 18th - Green Film event
What: 100% solar powered green films event featuring nine amazing feature films including Return of the Honeybee (a film premiere), Green and Addicted to Plastic. Organic snacks, (including a two night stay at the Enchantment resort in Sedona $1200 value, a Cyprus café gift certificate $100 value, an hour massage, and others.) and speakers.
Where: Smiley Building, 1305 E. 3rd Avenue
When: Doors open at 2:30 p.m. 
Cost: Free
For more information: www.rockymountaingreenfilms.com
Saturday, April 18- Presentation: Drip Irrigation Systems
What: The Aztec group Sustainable San Juan is sponsoring this presentation
When: 3-5 pm 
Where: Rain Drops Inc. 4001 E. Main in Farmington, NM
For more information: 505-334-1840

Saturday and Sunday, April18 and 19-The First Annual Four Corners Green Living Expo
What: The Four Corners Green Living Expo is an exhibition of the latest and greatest green products and services dedicated to making the world a better place while promoting a better life through smarter living. The expo will host over 50 exhibitions, featuring informative workshops and seminars, an interactive kid’s section, a bike recycling program, a clothing swap, a local café and beer garden, music, a green economy forum, the 2nd Annual Cow Drop Fundraiser, and an evening keynote presentation by Randy Udall
When: Saturday from 10:00-5:00, Sunday 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Where: La Plata County Fairgrounds
Cost: $2, $5 tickets for Randy Udall-Keynote Speaker and Reception.
For more information: www.4cornersgreenliving.com
Monday, April 20 – First Annual Southwest Indigenous Prevention Summit
What: ‘Reclaiming the Sacred Family Circle through Prevention.”  Day-long activities focusing on native families and ways to prevent crime and domestic violence.  Sponsored by Our Sister’s Keeper.  

When: 8:00 to 3:00 p.m.

Where: Sun-Ute Community Center, 209 Mouache Circle, Ignacio, CO

For more information: Contact Melva Calvaness at 259-2519 or mjcalvaness@oursisterskeeper.org 

Wednesday, April 22 - Earth Day Community Conversation
What: Hundreds of communities across the country will participate in the National Conversation on Climate Action. It will engage thousands of citizens in face-to-face discussions to drive substantive, solutions-oriented dialogues about climate action opportunities at the local level. The Durango event will feature exhibits and educational activities, giveaways, a film series, and presentations covering the accomplishments of the Climate and Energy Action Plan, local nonprofits, governmental entities, area youth, and more.
When: 12:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Where: Durango Public Library, 1900 E. Third Ave
For more information: Contact aileen@fourcore.org
Friday, April 24-Canyon Ecology Hike
What: Hike along the Sand Canyon Trail to learn about the characteristic plants, animals, and ecological structures of the pinyon-juniper woodland and plateau canyon ecosystems. We’ll also discuss the people who lived there from the Ancient Puebloan culture to today and the impact they have had on the resources of the area, Sponsored by San Juan Mountains Association.
For more information: contact Gabi Morey at 970-385-1256

Friday, April 24- Day Of Hope and Healing- Sexual Assault Services Organization (SASO) Fundraiser
What: Local Businesses throughout the day on Friday, April 24th will donate a percentage of their sales to SASO.  Enjoy goodhearted and local shopping at: Beads and Beyond, Carver’s Brewery Gardenschwartz Outdoors, Spaaah Shop & Day Spa, Rugmasters of Durango, Ultrasteam, Colorado Fenestra, Nature’s Oasis, Mobile Radio, Nini’s Taqueria, Animas Trading Company, There’s No Place Like Home, the Habitat Home Supply Store, Silk Sparrow, Yarn, Brown’s Sports Shoe and Western Energy Services of Durango, Inc. with additional support by Alpine Bank.
When: All day
Where: At participating business within the Durango area

For more information: Contact Michael Rendon at michael@durangosaso.org 

Friday, April 24 and Saturday April 25- Computer and Electronics Collection Days
What: Bring your computers and other electronics that have reached the end of their useful live, and the City of Durango will collect and recycle it responsibly. 
When: 9 am to 3 pm
Where: Durango Recycling Center, 710 Tech Center Dr. 
Cost: varies depending on item
For more information: Call Jill Quam at 970-375-4831
Saturday, April 25-‘Share the Trails’ Summit
What: Join fellow trail users for a fun-filled day discussing your values, sharing your concerns, and celebrating land stewardship, hosted by the San Juan Mountains Association and the San Juan Public Lands Center.
When: 9 am to 4 pm
Where: Doubletree Hotel in Durango
Cost: $10 includes lunch and a t-shirt. 
To Register: San Juan Public Lands Center at 970-247-4874 by April 17

Wednesday, April 29- “Fill the Purse Campaign” Auction and Sale
What: The Durango Regional Committee of the Women's Foundation of Colorado is hosting a unique purse auction and sale. Filled “theme” purses—such as Writer’s Inspiration, Fun in the Sun and Knitter’s Heaven—will go up for auction, and a variety of new and gently used designer and vintage bags will be for sale at bargain prices. The campaign will raise money to combat the girls’ high school dropout rate in Colorado, as well as increase awareness of the issue.
When: 5:30-7:30
Where: Durango Arts Center
Cost: tickets are $10 (includes appetizers) and are available online or at the Women’s Resource Center, 679 E. 2nd Ave. Cash bar.
For more information: contact Mandy Mikulencak at 970-375-1303

Get Involved

Apply for the EC Board of Directors – Applications for the Environmental Center Board of Directors are due today at 5 p.m.  You can download applications on our website at http://evncenter.fortlewis.edu and email them  back to Marcus at renner_m@fortlewis.edu. 

Volunteers needed for the Green Living Expo – The Sustainability Alliance and the Environmental Center are recruiting volunteers to help at this weekend’s Four Corners Green Living Expo (see above).  To help the EC manage the waste and recycling at the event on Saturday, contact Marcus at renner_m@fortlewis.edu.  To help the Sustainability Alliance with tabling on Saturday and waste on Sunday contact Heather Gregory at hkgregory@gmail.com.  

Give Comments on Oil and Gas Leasing in La Plata County – The BLM is hosting a public forum on oil and gas leasing in southwestern La Plata County and southeastern Montezuma County. This second public forum is scheduled for Thursday, April 16, 2009, from 6-9 p.m. at Fort Lewis Mesa School Cafeteria, 11274 Colorado Highway 140, Hesperus, Colorado. For more information contact: Richard Rymerson, BLM Minerals Chief, San Juan Public Lands Center, 970.385.1315.

Clean-up Horse Gulch – Help clean-up Horse Gulch this Friday from 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. as part of the SEEDS-Campus Ecology’s Horse Gulch Education and Research Project. Meet at the base of the Horse Gulch trailhead.  Contact Andrea Rossi at ajrossi@fortlewis.edu for more information or visit the Horse Gulch webpage.

Donate your inner tubes –  The Environmental Center is looking of inner tubes capable of carrying someone down the Animas River.  Middle school students in our youth leadership program want to decorate inner tubes with environmental messages and sell them to the local community.  Contact Andrea Rossi at ajrossi@fortlewis.edu.  

Local Food Fellowship – The Environmental Center plans to hire two students to serve as Local Food Fellows this summer.  Fellows will work 450 hours over the course of the summer and receive a stipend of $4,500.  The deadline for application is April 22nd and we hope to choose our food fellows during Finals Week.  These two students will manage our garden, greenhouse, and orchard, assist with other garden projects around the community, and set the stage for even stronger food projects next year.

Give Input on Regional Transit - Learn about options for regional transit service in the Southwest Transportation Planning Region. Provide your input and feedback to select the best different scenarios. Find out the results of public input to date.

· Tuesday, April 28, 2009 - 4:00 p.m. - Cortez City Hall Chambers

· Wednesday, April 29, 2009 - 7:30 a.m. - Pagosa Springs Community Center, East Tile Room; 7:00 p.m. - Durango Recreation Center

For more information, please check the project website, or e-mail us at swcolorado@lsccs.com, or call (800) 677-1671

Get Connected with Local Food at Farm-to-School – The next meeting of the Sustainability Alliance's Farm-to-School group will be April 30th from 3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. at Animas Valley Elementary School.  This meeting is the entry point for all things related to local food in our area.  For more information, contact Jim Dyer at jadyer@frontier.net 

Project Updates

EC has a new home! – The EC has moved to Trailer Town north of the Mears Apartment complex on the Fort Lewis College campus.  We have more space and a new deck.  There will be an “open trailer” party on Friday, April 17th from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.  We’re still waiting for more bookcases, a copier, a bike rack and other odds and ends but we’re settling in nicely. 

First Planting in New Garden – The EC’s new garden is also up and running.  Students from Tina Evans’ End of Oil class helped us move all of our garden supplies across campus to our new site.  Contractors moved the greenhouse in one piece and our teaching circle.  The inaugural planting took place last Sunday at our community garden training for Earth Week.  The students are now, among other things, planning beds in the shape of peace sign that will allow for rotating garden beds over time as we build up the soil.

Huge Response to our Garden Collaborative Activities - The activities we’ve undertaken as part of the Garden Collaborative have received a huge response.  We ended up with over 90 applications for our backyard garden giveaway.  We had 25 participants for our community garden training and 17 people on our county greenhouse tour.  Students completed the first draft of our eco-garden guidebook, which will go up on our website this summer.  This week we are ordering soil for the Community Connections Greenhouse and that will up and running with plants very shortly.  

Trayless Experiment – We completed our two-week food waste experiment to gauge the impact of going trayless for lunch in the cafeteria.  We are still crunching numbers and will post the results on our website soon.  This involved having students in the cafeteria every day for three hours for two weeks.  We’re all very curious to see how it all turned out.

Green Building Education – The EC will be working with Student Housing and Conference Services on educational signage for Animas Hall, the first of the three green buildings FLC will complete. Our hope is that these signs will form a template for signs in the new Union and in the biology building.  We hope to create a sustainability logo next semester that will “brand” sustainability efforts around campus and will end up on all the signs.

Students at Miller Middle School Getting Busy with Green Business – The youth leadership program at Miller Middle School is going great guns. EC students are down at Miller on Tuesdays and Thursdays and are working with five periods of 7th and 8th graders that are each developing their own “green business” project.  Here’s a summary of what they’re doing:

· Period 1 – Decorate and sell inner tubes with “keep the river clean” messages

· Period 2 – Make and sell medicinal teas

· Period 3 – Bike to School day and school transportation survey

· Period 4 – River clean-up fundraiser to raise money for street children in Uganda

· Period 8 – Making and selling compost tea

These projects all grew from young people’s ideas and interests.  We will be exploring other ways to continue this partnership and perhaps connect with the alternative high school programs to bring the program to an older audience.

Climbing the Hill Without a Car – The climate team has collected over a hundred alternative transportation surveys and is seeking a hundred more before the end of the term. The survey will provide guidance on what kind of alternative transportation programs will be most effective at reducing the number of drive alone trips.  

 “It’s the Economy Stupid” – Green Freedom’s Spring issue is going to be posted on the website this week.  This spring’s issue will be on the economic crisis and the growing green economy.  The Communications Staff is still accepting submissions.  Contact Ben Rogers at btrogers@fortlewis.edu with article ideas if you would like to submit for Green Freedom. 

Marcus Renner

Coordinator, Fort Lewis College Environmental Center

Room 202, College Union Building

1000 Rim Drive

Durango, CO 81301

(970) 247-7091

http://envcenter.fortlewis.edu
