Math 105:  Substance Abuse Summary Assignment for Spring 2014


[bookmark: _GoBack]This report is the culmination of the writing instruction we have done in this course.  It is a large assignment and will be worth a significant portion of your grade.  You have a choice of the two assignments described below.  Both will involve summarizing the National Survey of American Attitudes on Substance Abuse XVII:  Teens from the National Center on Addiction and Substance Abuse for your information.  You will be reading pp. 5 – 28 of the report.  [Note:  Normally it is important to use multiple references for information, but for the purposes of this assignment, only use this one reference and only use the pages given to you.]

Option I:  Newspaper Article
You are a reporter for a newspaper.  You’ve been assigned to write an article about the report, National Survey of American Attitudes on Substance Abuse XVII:  Teens.  Your editor wants the article to be 500 – 700 words (no more than 2 pages).  You are also expected to write a headline.  Your audience is adults with at least a high school education but no special knowledge on the topic.  Your purpose is to provide an objective summary.

Option II:  Parenting Class Handout
You are a social worker for a program that provides parenting classes.  One of the instructors has asked you to prepare a handout about teen substance abuse to be given to the parents.  The handout can be no larger than one 8 ½” x 11” page, front-and-back.  In addition to being informative, it should also be attractive.  Your audience is parents with a minimum of a ninth grade reading level.  Your purpose is to inform parents of teen substance abuse and to encourage them to change behavior to prevent their children from using drugs and alcohol. 

General expectations for both assignments:
1. You may use as much information from the report as you deem necessary.  However, you need to use four comparisons in which you change the type of comparison made in the report—not just reword.  For example, change an absolute comparison to a relative one—see your homework from Day 4 for more examples.  Mark these rewritten comparisons with an * in your report as in the comparison below:
About 10% of high school students say no classmates smoke, use drugs or drink during the school day. (p. 7).*
2. Your rewritten comparisons must include both relative and absolute comparisons (at least one of each).
3. On a separate sheet of paper that you will turn in with your report/handout, you must list the 4 rewritten comparisons from your report (with page numbers) and the appropriate math used to change the type of comparison.  This sheet of paper may be handwritten, but should be neat.
4. Regardless of whether the comparison is changed (like from #1 above) or the words rewritten, each fact taken from the report must be referenced with the page number of the report in parentheses.  Use the page number of the repot (center bottom of the page) NOT the page number of the pdf file.  Failure to do so could result in an F on your paper.


5. Follow general formatting guidelines for written assignments in this course (typed, double spaced, etc.).  Exceptions can be made for the Parenting Class Handout if the variations are made for the purpose of making the product attractive and interesting.  However, readability is of prime importance.
6. You are only allowed two direct quotes from the report. All other information has to be put into your own words.
7. You may choose whether or not to use a graphical display in either assignment.  If you do include graphs, they should be properly labeled and formatted and the type of display should be appropriate for the assignment.  If you use a graph verbatim from the report, that will count as one of your direct quotes.
8. You should reference your notes from Day 2 about the Context and Subject of the writing, as well as use feedback given from your other writing assignments to help you complete this assignment.
9. You will be expected to participate in a peer review session on this report.  Specific directions are available on the checklist on my website.

