


The following report is a snapshot of the assessment activities on the Fort Lewis College campus for the 2009-10 academic year.   It has been a number of years since a comprehensive report has been completed, and thus required a fair amount of time with each department to determine what all were doing.  Each department was asked to respond to a form with their stated learning outcomes in their program, and how they go about assessing whether those goals are achieved. 
Future volumes of this report will go further than this overview of activities.  We anticipate it to contain specific examples of assessment activities from each program, along with results of those assessment tools.   Each program will also list some specific things that were learned from this process, and how they will react to what was learned.
A report of this size and scope cannot be completed without the help of many.  A great deal of thanks goes to each of the department chairs, who took time out of a very busy fall to help me.  Everyone across campus was most helpful, and many hours were spent insuring that the report accurately reflects what is happening on the campus.  I also want to thank the deans, whose leadership in this process insured that the faculty across campus understood the importance of the report.
Respectfully submitted,
John Gadbois
Director of Assessment
Fort Lewis College
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Anthropology
Anthropology students at Fort Lewis College study applied, archaeological, biological, sociocultural, and linguistic anthropology in the classroom during lectures and laboratories as well as outside the classroom in field schools, work-study, internships, and service learning projects.  Whether it is traveling to Tanzania to work in a health clinic, using the latest remote sensing technology at the historic Old Fort Lewis site to locate buried structures, studying architecture at the prehistoric Pigg site, participating in an internship at Mesa Verde National Park, The Durango Sexual Assault Services Organization, or the Smithsonian Institution, exploring the flora of the Durango area, or analyzing human skeletal remains, students at Fort Lewis College have the opportunity to engage in many exciting projects that span the broad discipline of anthropology.

Learning Outcomes
A student who graduates from Fort Lewis College with a BS in Anthropology should be able to:
1. Develop a greater degree of critical thinking, not just in anthropology, but in terms of the world at large.
Assessed by class exams, and class projects, through internships, and prior to graduation through senior exit interviews.
2. Use the processes of critical thinking to develop a greater understanding of multiculturalism, or the study of human diversity to highlight the sociocultural and historical grounding of knowledge in a democracy that is founded on tolerance for diversity and healthy self-criticism.
Assessed through class projects, and prior to graduation through senior exit interviews.
3. Develop an ability to integrate perspectives from the different subdisciplines of anthropology into a unified and mature whole, including an examination of the historical constitution of the discipline.
Assessed through class projects, and prior to graduation through senior exit interviews.
4. Develop an appreciation and understanding of the methodologies used in the production and constitution of anthropological knowledge.
Assessed by class exams and class projects, and prior to graduation through senior exit interviews.
5. Develop an understanding of the ways anthropological knowledge can be applied in the amelioration of human problems.
Assessed through class exams, class projects, service learning projects, internships, and prior to graduation through senior exit interviews.
6. Use the above skills to arrive at a considered and defensible personal position regarding the ethical implications of anthropological practice and research.
Assessed by class exams and class projects, and prior to graduation through senior exit interviews.
7. Acquire the tools necessary, including familiarity with specific area studies, to pursue a career in anthropology or in a related professional field.
Assessed prior to graduation through senior exit interviews and through online surveys of anthropology graduates.
8. Develop the ability to articulate one’s position in defensible and well-argued analytical and descriptive statements using both oral and written forms of expression.
Assessed by class exams and class projects, and prior to graduation through senior exit interviews.


Biology/Agriculture/Forestry
Our goal is to instill in our students a profound appreciation for the study of life, to enhance scientific literacy, to promote a desire for continued acquisition of scientific knowledge, and to provide the skills necessary to pursue professional positions, independent learning, and research.  Our students should be proficient in written and oral communication, and they should have a sound background in a variety of modern biological techniques that will make them adaptable to a myriad of professional positions.  Our students should be able to independently develop and conduct research and to disseminate information through a wide array of sources.  Our faculty members are active scholars who are current in their respective fields of specialty.

Learning Outcomes
A student who graduates from Fort Lewis College with a BS in Biology should be able to:
1. Read, interpret, analyze, and utilize primary literature in understanding and carrying out experiments.
Assessed in BIO 496/497 by a thesis paper and poster presentation.
2. Use communication skills including writing and oral presentations to disseminate scientific information.
Assessed in BIO 496/497 and other courses by a thesis paper and poster presentation, along with other course projects and presentations.
3. Utilize modern technologies required to collect, organize, and present biological data as relevant to the biological discipline.
Assessed in multiple courses through lab reports, independent projects, and presentations.
4. Explain core principles in biological sciences including: organismal diversity, evolution, cell biology, molecular biology, genetics, biological systems, and ecology.
Assessedin BIO 497and multiple courses by the ETS standardized exam and class exams.
5. Demonstrate some depth of knowledge in an area of chosen specialization.
Assessed in various 300/400 level courses through class exams and projects.


Chemistry
Chemists are concerned with the structure, composition, energy relationships, chemical conversions, and other properties of substances. Fields such as environmental analysis, biotechnology, material science, semiconductors, waste management, pollution control, energy research and production, forensic science, and pharmaceuticals all rely on chemists. In fact, the various areas of chemical and biochemical technology offer the largest field of employment in the physical sciences.  The chemistry curriculum provides modern chemical skills and knowledge to students preparing for careers in these and other areas. Many students continue their studies in professional or graduate programs, while others start technical careers immediately after graduation. Chemistry graduates will find additional applications for their training in the fields of education, business, industry, law, government, and medicine.

Three major options within the American Chemical Society accredited Chemistry Department meet a variety of student interests as well as professional and industry demands.  The Chemistry option prepares students for professional work in various areas of applied chemistry in the chemical industry, for admission to graduate programs in chemistry, and for interdisciplinary careers in the medical and environmental fields.  The Biochemistry option prepares students for graduate programs in biochemistry or for employment in the rapidly expanding biotechnology field. Both this and the Chemistry option are appropriate preparations for medical and other health careers and graduate studies.  The Chemistry for Secondary Teachers option prepares students for teaching science at the secondary or elementary levels, with an emphasis on chemistry. This option is not recommended for students interested in graduate programs in chemistry or biochemistry or employment in related industries.

The Chemistry Department offers certification by the American Chemical Society (ACS) to students completing the specific requirements of the ACS-certified curriculum.  This program is particularly recommended for students planning to seek an advanced degree in chemistry or a related field or employment in industry.  Appropriate preparation for graduate or professional school often involves advanced elective coursework. Students planning on graduate studies in chemistry, biochemistry, or related fields should consult with the chemistry faculty in planning their coursework. Students planning on professional studies in pharmacy, medicine, dentistry, physical therapy, nursing, or veterinary medicine should consult with the chemistry faculty and the Pre-Health Advisory Committee.  A minor in Chemistry is available for students majoring in other disciplines.

Students planning to earn an advanced degree in chemistry or biochemistry, engineering, medicine, or other science-based postgraduate program for the purpose of teaching or research or clinical practice are encouraged to extend the basic Chemistry major by including three or four additional courses in biology, chemistry, mathematics, or physics. These courses should be selected in consultation with the Chemistry faculty.  Chemistry majors are also encouraged to study a foreign language.  Chemistry majors are well prepared to seek admission to professional programs in law, medicine, veterinary medicine, dentistry, physical therapy, medical technology, and pharmacy. 

Learning Outcomes
A student who graduates from Fort Lewis College with a BS in Chemistry or Biochemistry should be able to:
1. Clearly communicate complex chemical concepts in written and oral forms.
Assessed in all lab courses and senior thesis through lab reports and public presentations.
2. Applies fundamental and complex concepts from multiple sub-disciplines in new situations.
Assessed in various courses as well through a senior thesis and public seminar, research projects, and the ACS standardized exam.
3. Demonstrate working knowledge of instrumentation and laboratory techniques.
Assessed in lab courses through lab and research reports, admissions to graduate or professional school, GRE scores, and alumni survey.
4. Demonstrate competency to enter the workforce or graduate school.
Assessed through admissions to graduate or professional school, alumni survey.


Environmental Studies
Environmental Studies is interdisciplinary in that it builds on traditional disciplines in the sciences (such as biology and geology), the social sciences (such as sociology and political science), and the humanities (such as literature and philosophy) while also calling upon students to synthesize what they learn in these disciplinary courses.  The synthesis of various areas of knowledge and the application of synthesized knowledge to real world problem solving make our program dynamic and highly relevant in a world faced with social and environmental challenges that are inextricably interrelated.

Learning Outcomes
A student who graduates from Fort Lewis College with a BS in Environmental Studies should be able to:
1. Demonstrate a set of disciplinary knowledge and skills based in the sciences, the humanities, and the social sciences that supports and can be applied to interdisciplinary coursework in Environmental Studies.
Assessed through course exams and projects in a variety of courses (ENVS 100, ENG 180, PHIL 252, SW 181, among others).
2. Demonstrate a broad understanding of the various public entities and cultural groups that have an interest in environmental issues.
Assessed through course exams, practicums/internships, and class projects in ENVS 100, BIO 141, ECON 335, PHIL 252, PS 322, SOC 310, SW 361.
3. Synthesize interdisciplinary approaches in the process of addressing environmental problems.
Assessed through course exams and projects, standardized tests, surveys, lab exercises, and field trips in a variety of courses.
4. Identify the complex sets of relationships that stem from the human-environment interface, e.g.:
a. Place-based concepts
b. Effects of environmental degradation on human communities
c. Relationships between social and environmental justice
d. Roles of human in environmental change
e. Various approaches to mitigating environmental damage and conceptualizing sustainability
Assessed through focus groups, department exams, class projects, surveys, lab exercises, field trips, and external speakers in a variety of courses.
5. Effectively engage with campus/community organizations, government agencies, and/or businesses to address
Assessed through practicums/internships, focus groups, class projects, and surveys in ENVS 100, SOC 310, ENVS 310, ENVS 495.
6. Develop and articulate, through action or in writing, a personal commitment to informed, environmentally relevant action and/or educate the public about environmentally related issues or to promote sustainability-oriented business activity.
Assessed through portfolio review, class projects, poster sessions, public presentations involving community members and students, in ECON 335, ENVS 496, PHIL 252, SW 361.


Exercise Science
The Exercise Science department aims to meet the needs of our graduates to function as critically thinking professionals within our disciplines.  We strive to have our students ready to compete in the current job market by providing students with a variety of opportunities to develop a scientific knowledge base, engage in practical experiences, and learn, develop and master social and leadership skills.  Students acquiring this knowledge will be prepared to pursue opportunities in exercise specialist, exercise physiology,physical education teaching, sport administration and coaching as well as other clinical, recreational, wellness, and fitness careers.  The department also endeavors to provide the students of Fort Lewis College with opportunities to learn and experience the components of healthy living, life-long learning, and sport competition.  Exercise Science Faculty model, as well as teach, commitment, critical thinking, life-long learning and physical activity.
Learning Outcomes
A student who graduates from Fort Lewis College with a BS in Exercise Science should be able to:
1. Effectively use problem solving skills in real-world circumstances
Assessed in all ES courses through class exams, practicum, research proposals, poster presentations, COBL transcript evaluation, research projects and presentations, and internships.
2. Demonstrate an awareness of various forms of scholarly inquiry 
Assessed in various ES courses through written class projects, CBLR transcripts and unit plans, and unit assessment plans.
3. Effectively communicate (orally and in written form) the issues and concerns of the field
Assessed in various ES courses through practicum, portfolio review, class exams, class projects, and CBLR transcript review.
4. Demonstrate basic knowledge of major problems and tools of research design, including the control of threats to scientific validity, experimental designs, and sampling procedures.
Assessed in ES 243, 353, 360, and 480 through class exams and laboratory activities.
5. Demonstrate knowledge of the traditional elements of a thesis and the purpose of each element
Assessed in upper division courses through class research projects.
6. Students whose option is Exercise Specialist will be able to complete the certification for Exercise Specialist offered through the National Council on Strength and Fitness.
Assessed in ES 490 through National certification exam.
7. Students whose option is K-12 Teaching will successfully complete the requirements for teacher licensing.
Assessed in ES 381, ED 495/495 through the Key Assignments Tracking System.
8. Demonstrates the abilities in organization and administration of sports related programs in the public and private sector.
Assessed in ES 339,455, and 480 through practicum/internship experiences, and class exams and class projects.
9. In the K-12 teaching program become knowledgeable and skilled educators of human movement and exercise prescription for diverse populations.
Assessed in nearly all ES courses through class exams, class projects, and CBLR transcript evaluation.


Adventure Education
Through the interdisciplinary umbrella of the liberal arts, Adventure Education prepares students in the scholarship, communication, and technical skills for a variety of professional leadership and instructional opportunities.  Students learn how to lead and teach in a variety of settings that use outdoor and adventure environments to promote positive change in individuals, organizations, and society.  They learn how to use human-powered outdoor pursuits including backpacking, ropes-challenge courses, rock climbing, mountaineering, and river paddling to expose individuals and groups to new growth opportunities.  Students develop the leadership, teaching and facilitation skills to promote a sustainable environment and help others apply challenge and adventure to a broader life context.  Adventure Education students study the “why” behind the “what”, the theory and philosophy underlying challenge and adventure, to be critical thinkers, and informed professionals.
The Adventure Education major is academically rigorous and prepares students for professional positions in leadership, instruction, and administration with school and college outdoor programs; non-profit and commercial outdoor education organizations; and therapeutic adventure, environmental and community recreation programs.

Learning Outcomes
A student who graduates from Fort Lewis College with a BS in Adventure Education should be able to:
1. Work in a variety of educational, developmental, and therapeutic adventure programs for which a 4-year Bachelor’s degree is sought.
Assessed in AE 121, AE 131, AE 141, AE 241, AE 321, AE 325, AE 331 and AE 360 by on-site, field-based performance reviews; class exams; class projects; and post-graduate surveys of programs that hire our graduates.
Also assessed in AE 380 and AE 480 by practicum and internship placements and evaluations, portfolios, and projects with a professional adventure/outdoor education organization or program.

2. Plan, lead and instruct longer expeditions (10+ days) in a variety of remote environments, using a variety of elements, to help others develop interpersonal and intrapersonal skills.
Assessed in AE 201, AE 210 and AE 220 by on-site, field-based performance reviews; class exams; and class projects.

3. Apply adventure concepts and experiential methodology to indoor and built environments (i.e. classroom, ropes courses) to promote learning and development of interpersonal and intrapersonal skills.
Assessed in AE 101, AE 251, and AE 350 by performance reviews, class exams, class projects, and professional application projects with community client groups.

4. Use adventure education to promote ecological understanding, environmental sustainability and conservation of natural resources.
Assessed in AE 101 and AE 361 by class exams and class projects.

5. Apply academic knowledge and theory to practice.
Assessed in AE 101, AE 310, and AE 450 by class exams, class projects, professional conference presentations, and professional application projects with community client groups.

6. Use current best professional practices and research skills to help professional adventure education programs achieve high quality.
Assessed in ES 242, ES 495, ES 496, and AE 450 by class exams, research poster presentations, and professional application projects with community client groups.

7. Make ethical decisions and choices, personally and professionally, using a variety of objective resources.
Assessed in AE 210 and the Fort Lewis College general education core by performance reviews, class projects, and professional application projects with community client groups.

8. Engage in informed intellectual discourse, including questioning prior assumptions.
Assessed in AE 101, AE 310 and the Fort Lewis College general education core by performance reviews, class projects, and professional application projects with community client groups.


Athletic Training
The Athletic Training program has been in existence since the 1980s and accredited since 2002.   The program has Affiliated Site Agreements with a variety of local groups and organizations to provide experiential training.  The AT faculty work closely with FLC athletics, and students gain the majority of their clinical learning working with FLC athletes and programs.
Learning Outcomes
A student who graduates from Fort Lewis College with a BS in Athletic Training should be able to:
1. Be eligible to take the BOC national exam upon completion.
Assessed through matching of curriculum with the criteria necessary to sit for the exam.
2. Demonstrate Athletic Training knowledge and skills (evaluation tasks, injury knowledge, rehabilitation, etc).
Assessed through mock BOC exams, written and practical exams in all courses, and clinical evaluations every 5 weeks.
3. Demonstrate a high level of professional behavior.
Assessed through clinical evaluations every 5 weeks.
4. Apply principles of scholarly inquiry.
Assessed through student presentations at local, regional and national conferences.



Geosciences
The Department of Geosciences is dedicated to the advancement of the Earth Sciences through education, public outreach and scholarly activities.  We offer degrees in Geology, Environmental Geology, and Teacher Education with an emphasis in geology.  In addition, we also offer a certificate in GIS.  This variety of subjects helps prepare students for a wide range of career choices that includes geology, engineering, environmental studies, and GIS mapping  We are endowed with one of the finest natural laboratories in the United States that offers unparalleled field experiences in our classes.  The quality of our program is measured in the continued successes of our graduates in graduate programs, industry, government agencies, and academia.  The Geosciences faculty are dedicated to providing a sound education in geological sciences, but we strongly encourage multidisciplinary studies and community-based activities. 
Learning Outcomes
A student who graduates from Fort Lewis College with a BS in Geosciences should be able to:
1. Have the skills and knowledge to think critically.
Assessed in senior seminar, GEOL 441, and various upper division courses through a performance review (presentation), mapping projects and reports, by class exams and projects, and feedback from employers and graduate schools.
2. Have a conceptual understanding of the content to allow critical analysis and promote further learning.
Assessed in senior seminar, GEOL 441, and various upper division courses through a performance review (presentation), mapping projects and reports, by class exams and projects.
3. Be exposed to a broad range of content areas to prepare them for a variety of subdisciplines within the geosciences.
Assessed in GEOL 441, and various upper division courses through mapping projects and reports, by class exams and projects. Also assessed informally through feedback from employers of recent graduates.
4. Communicate effectively with scientists and lay people.
Assessed through senior seminar and various upper division courses through a performance review (presentation), class projects and presentations, written reports and papers.  A formal rubric is in development.
5. Be able to apply and use the science knowledge.
Assessed in senior seminar and GEOL 441 through performance review (presentation) and mapping projects and reports.

Mathematics
Mathematics is an important part of a liberal arts education both historically and contemporarily.   Mathematics and in particular calculus is one of mankind’s crowning achievements and any student who claims to have a liberal arts education should know some mathematics.  In the modern world everyone around us tells us that mathematics is more and more crucial.  
We offer a small but strong major in mathematics and secondary education mathematics.  
Learning Outcomes
A student who graduates from Fort Lewis College with a BS in mathematics should be able to:
1. Demonstrate proficiency in mathematical techniques and demonstrate understanding of mathematical techniques.
Assessed in every course (as appropriate) through homework, quizzes and class exams.
2. Think critically and solve problems.
Assessed in MATH 113 through MATH 223 through homework, quizzes, and class exams.  
3. Be prepared for continuing education in mathematics.
Assessed through performance on exit exams such as MFAT, PLACE, and Praxis. 

Physics/Engineering
The Bachelor of Science degree in Physics is designed to allow students to commence graduate work in physics or astrophysics; to obtain technical positions in industry in areas including energy science, engineering, electronics, optics, medical physics, and many more; or to obtain preparation for secondary certification for teaching physics in public schools. The geologist, engineer, chemist, and biologist all deal with matter and energy in their various forms. Since physicists probe the physical laws underlying all physical processes, the study of physics is the cornerstone for all the natural sciences.

The physics curriculum is predicated upon the role physicists play in a modern, technological society that is currently experiencing shortages of trained personnel in various scientific areas and in science education. Coursework in physics will provide the student pursuing entrance to graduate school in physics or astronomy with a strong grounding in mathematics and physics, while being immersed in an atmosphere of a broad, liberal education in the humanities and social sciences. This curriculum enables a student to enter applied technical fields in industry such as electronics, optics, and aerospace, where there is currently a high demand. Students seeking a degree in physics should consult early in their college career with members of the Physics Department.

Fort Lewis College offers three options to the BS degree in physics: traditional Physics, an ABET-accredited option in Engineering-Physics, and preparation for secondary education teachers in physical science. A minor in physics is available for students majoring in other disciplines; a minor in engineering is also available.
Learning Outcomes
A student who graduates from Fort Lewis College with a BS in Physics and Engineering should be able to:
1.  An ability to apply knowledge of mathematics, science, and engineering   
2.  An ability to design and conduct experiments, as well as to analyze and interpret data  
3.  An ability to design a system, component, or process to meet desired needs 
4.  An ability to function on multi-disciplinary teams 
5.  An ability to identify, formulate, and solve engineering problems 
6.  An understanding of professional and ethical responsibility 
7.  An ability to communicate effectively
8.  The broad education necessary to understand the impact of engineering solutions in a global and societal context
9.  A recognition of the need for, and an ability to engage in, life-long learning 
10.  A knowledge of contemporary issues 
11.  An ability to use the techniques, skills, and modern engineering tools necessary for engineering practice 
12.  The physical intuition to model systems and identify engineering tasks within them 
13.  A broad knowledge of the physical world as organized by both people and nature, and therefore an uncommon array of critical thinking modes.

The complement of our courses within the program covers the spectrum of outcomes 1-13.  No one individual course covers them all.  We ensure complete coverage by attaching a specific subset of outcomes to each course.  The specific outcomes for each course are noted in the front matter of each syllabus.  For our courses and program we assess our success by using class exams, quantitative and narrative course evaluations by students, annual reviews of courses by faculty, “standardized tests” (the Fundamentals of Engineering (FE) exam), and ultimately, external review by ABET.  The quantitative student evaluations are specific to each course and specifically ask how well a particular course addresses the relevant outcomes (1-13) listed for that course.  An example of a course syllabus with the specific learning outcomes follows.



 ENG 215 
Engineering Principles and Design 
Fall 2010, Fort Lewis College 
INSTURCTOR: Don May, room 633 BH, 970-247-7545, may_d@fortlewis.edu 
Course Description: A course in engineering fundamentals emphasizing problem solving using a formal design process. This is a project centered course where students learn to plan, design, and manage a project, construct and test prototypes, analyze data, and communicate finding using a variety of methods. The engineering profession and professional ethics are discussed. Prerequisites: ENGR 103 and ENGR 104 Credits: 3 (3-0) 
Textbook and Material: 
Design Concepts for Engineers, 2nd edition, Mark Horenstein, Prentice Hall, 2002. (optional) 
You will be need to purchase materials associated with design projects. Expect to spend up to $100. 
Homework: Homework is assigned in class and due as specified by the instructor. Make sure you record and keep track of all due dates. No late work will be accepted unless prearranged with the instructor. 
Attendance: Attendance in class is expected. If a class is missed, the student is responsible for the material covered and any announcements including changes in the schedule. 
Grading: 
1. Projects (60%) – Based on the understanding and effective implementation of the design process and the elements good design as evidenced in the ongoing process and the final products of the assigned design projects. 
2. Assignments (20%) – Based on writing, presentations, analyses, and other assignments not assessed in item 1. 
3. Participation, professionalism, leadership (20%) – Based on attendance, participation in discussions, ability to work in design teams, ability to meet schedules, willingness to take a fair share of leadership roles, appropriate use of the shop and work days, and other similar items. 

Special Needs Accommodations: In accordance with the policy of Fort Lewis College any student in need of special accommodations based on a documented disability will be given appropriate consideration. Please speak with the instructor and contact Dian Jenkins, Disability Services Coordinator, Phone: (970) 247-7459. 
Policies: see website at: http://faculty.fortlewis.edu/tyler_c/home/phys-engr_syllabus.htm. Information presented on this syllabus are tentative and subject to change. The instructor retains the right to modify this document as needed during the course of the semester. Announcement regarding changes to the syllabus and schedule will be made in class. Academic dishonesty is generally defined as presenting another persons work as your own or knowingly assisting someone to do the same. This would include traditional plagiarism and copying or sharing work on exams, quizzes, restricted homework, or other assignments where sharing work is not explicitly allowed. If you are not sure whether this description pertains to you consult with your instructor. Academic dishonesty may result in reporting to the college administration, failure of the course, failure of the exam or assignment, adjustment of the final grade or other sanctions imposed at the discretion of the instructor. 
FLC-ABET Course Objectives: 
a. Ability to apply knowledge of mathematics, science and engineering 
b. Ability to design and conduct experiments, as well as to analyze and interpret data 
c. Ability to design a system, component, or process to meet desired needs within realistic environmental, social, political, ethical, health an safety, manufacturability, and sustainability constraints such as economic, environmental, social, political, ethical, health and safety, manufacturability, and sustainability 
d. Ability to function on multidisciplinary teams 
e. Ability to identify, formulate, and solve engineering problems 
f. Understanding of professional and ethical responsibilities 
g. Ability to communicate effectively 
h. The broad education necessary to understand the impact of engineering solutions in a global, economic, environmental, and societal context 
i. A recognition of the need for, and an ability to engage in life-long learning 
k. Ability to use the techniques, skills, and modern engineering tools necessary for engineering practice 



Psychology
The mission of the Psychology Department is to provide top-quality education in the diverse content of modern American Psychology.  We emphasize the skills of clear writing, critical evaluation, effective speaking, computer literacy, research competence, and knowledge acquisition, and we support holistic development and an appreciation for the power of education.  We strive to achieve this mission within the framework of the Fort Lewis College liberal arts tradition and the college-wide assessment goals.
We are consistently one of the largest majors on campus, and currently serve 257 majors (2009), in addition to our contributions to the general education and service to other departments.  We offer a BA degree with a major in psychology, and a minor in psychology.
Learning Outcomes
A student who graduates from Fort Lewis College with a BA in psychology should be able to:
1. Demonstrate knowledge of psychology subject matter—factual knowledge in fundamental areas; knowledge of common methods used in research; comprehension of how psychological knowledge develops and changes; ability to articulate major systems of psychology.
Assessed in all courses constantly, through exams, papers, discussions, and senior exit survey.
2. Demonstrate critical evaluation—ability to assess the validity and reliability of psychological sources; full development of conclusions and concepts; use of clarity, open-mindedness and skepticism; inclusion of ethical considerations.
Assessed in all courses constantly, through exams, papers, projects, discussions, and senior exit survey.
3. Communication—ability to organize, develop and convey knowledge, orally and in writing; valuation of alternative genres of communication; correct use of written and oral mechanics; accurate use of APA style; ability to communicate independently and as part of a team.
Assessed in all courses constantly, through exams, papers, projects, discussions, and senior exit survey.
4. Holistic Development—appreciation of diversity; self-direction, autonomy, and independence of thought; engagement in responsible action; development of personal philosophy; growth of confidence and empowerment through learning; understanding the value of education as a life-long process, development of project management and interpersonal skills; balance between individuality and community orientation.
Assessed in all courses constantly, through exams, papers, projects, discussions, and senior exit survey.

Freshman Mathematics 
The Freshman Math Program teaches courses up to and including College Algebra.  FMP instructors teach the material with the understanding that their students are going in many different directions—for some, these courses will be the last math class they take; others will be going on into higher math or math-related fields.  Students enter the FMP with many and varied needs.   These diverse needs call for an equal diversity in instructional methods, assessments, and applications of the content.
The Mission of the FMP is to help all students achieve their goals for higher education by helping them develop mathematical skills and thinking, to increase their confidence in their mathematical abilities, and to inspire students to pursue mathematics with enthusiasm.  The FMP faculty also has a special role in supporting the general success of students in their first year at Fort Lewis College.
Learning Outcomes
As mentioned above, a student does not graduate with a degree in Freshman Mathematics.
1. Students will be able to maintain an organized portfolio for their courses.
2. Students will be able to apply mathematical concepts to contextual situations.
3. Students will be able to communicate mathematical understanding in writing.
#1-3 assessed through a portfolio review (also a component of the student’s grade for the course), in-class activities, class exams and projects.  Each course also has a writing component, assessed through writing assignments.
4. Students will have the skills necessary to succeed in the quantitative components of their major.
Assessed through tracking students in future courses, interviews with faculty in those courses, and focus groups with former students.




School of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences
1. Writing and 1st Year Program
2. Southwest Studies and Native American and Indigenous Studies
3. Art
4. English
5. Gender and Women’s Studies
6. History
7. Modern Language
8. Music
9. Philosophy
10. Political Science
11. Sociology/Human Services
12. Theatre




Writing and 1st Year Program
The Fort Lewis College Writing Program was created in 1995 as part of an assessment-driven initiative to improve students’ critical thinking and writing abilities.  The Writing Program is a critical part of the School of Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences and we play a central role in FLC’s General Education program.
Grounded in the discipline of rhetoric, one of the original liberal arts, the Fort Lewis College Writing Program is dedicated to student success in developing critical thinking and effective reading and writing skills.  Our goal is to support students of all backgrounds as they gain fluency in academic discourse.  We guide students to recognize that knowledge building is the goal of academic work, and that ideas are the centerpiece of that work, and that knowledge building occurs through dialogue.
We recognize our responsibility to the college as a whole to prepare students, especially first and second-year students, to be effective thinkers, communicators, and academic readers and writers.  Through our student-centered work in the classroom, we encourage exploration of what it means to be a responsible member of a community and offer guidance toward becoming effective participants in a democratic society. 

Learning Outcomes
Students do not major in this program.  It is a support system that all students come through.  A student completing the requirements in the writing program should be able to:
1. Demonstrate skills in rhetorical knowledge.
Assessed through a variety of writing assignments at both the COMP 1 and COMP 2 levels.
2. Develop advanced skills in the writing and research process.
Assessed through a variety of writing assignments and a portfolio at the COMP 1 and COMP 2 levels.
3. Demonstrate an ability to think critically.
Assessed through a researched argument and library integration project in COMP 1 and COMP 2.
4. Demonstrate an awareness of writing conventions.
Assessed through required revision essays in a portfolio in COMP 1, and through researched arguments in COMP 2.


Southwest Studies and Native American and Indigenous Studies
The Department’s multi-disciplinary structure is aligned to its mission of providing interdisciplinary study of the Southwest and to connect students directly to the college’s service of the Four Corners region.  As such, the Southwest curriculum is designed to heighten students’ understanding of the Southwest’s diversity and increase their intellectual capacities for understanding and engaging with the region’s natural and cultural resources.
The Department’s constituency is its majors and minors; students who take electives; Native American tribal members; students who use Southwest courses to meet non-Western distribution requirements, and the Four Corners community with whom members of the Department directly relate in a professional capacity.

Learning Outcomes
A student who graduates from Fort Lewis College with a BA in Southwest Studies and Native American and Indigenous Studies should:
1. Understand differences in multi-disciplinary approaches for studying the Southwest. 
Assessed through class examinations in all courses, as well as evaluation of senior seminar research papers.
2. Demonstrate an aptitude for producing a well organized, clearly written and well supported analysis using one or more of the disciplines in the major.
Assessed in senior seminar through a research paper through a defined rubric.
3. Posses the ability to evaluate sources in the discipline they select for their research.
Assessed through class examinations in most classes, and through the senior seminar research paper.
4. Demonstrate an awareness of the different cultural heritages of Southwestern and American Indian groups and display an awareness of the peculiar issues facing people who are the focus of the majors.
Assessed through class examinations and through the senior seminar research paper.
5. Achieve a level of vocational preparedness for post-graduate education and professions in the discipline.
Assessed through periodic surveys of graduates of the program.


Art 

The Art Program engages students in contemporary art, ideas, and issues.  The carefully designed curriculum both supports and challenges students to develop as independent makers, thinkers, and communicators.  Small classes ensure the exchange of ideas with classmates and a close working relationship with professors. Courses include art history, ceramics, drawing, graphic design, painting, printmaking, contemporary craft, sculpture, teaching methods, and the business of art.

Learning Outcomes
A student who graduates from Fort Lewis College with a BA in Art should be able to:

1.    Demonstrate a familiarity with contemporary and historical art.
Assessed through sophomore and senior portfolio reviews and a senior exit survey. 

2.    Demonstrate an understanding of art’s role in the larger world.
Assessed through sophomore and senior portfolio reviews and a senior exit survey.

3.    Demonstrate artistic skills for effective visual communication.
Assessed through sophomore and senior portfolio reviews, a senior exit survey, and the senior exhibition.

4.    Demonstrate an ability to take a critical approach to visual material.
Assessed through sophomore and senior portfolio reviews and a senior exit survey.

5.    Demonstrate creative problem solving skills.
Assessed through sophomore and senior portfolio reviews, a senior exit survey, and the senior exhibition.

The sophomore portfolio review is an important checkpoint that gives a snapshot of how well students are doing, as well as providing information for advising individual students.  The senior portfolio reviews and senior exhibition are concrete demonstrations of what students have learned.  Via the senior exit survey we see how students rate themselves on 25 different learning outcomes and get an overall picture regarding their experiences in the art program.  Because all art faculty are involved in this multi-level (during both the sophomore and final year) and multi-pronged approach to assessment, we have a clear understanding of program strengths and weaknesses and a shared agenda for program development.
 


English
English is central to the liberal arts, teaching students critical thinking and analysis, as well as writing skills.   The department is broadening its scope to include and adapt to the numerous new “texts” (i.e. media studies and analysis) students encounter.
The work offered in English deals with several aspects of liberal education:  the linguistic and literary history of Western culture; selected studies in non-Western literature in translation; human values; the relationships between cultures in the Southwest; and written and oral communication, both utilitarian and creative.  Combining the four options cited above, we pride ourselves on the fact that all of our students receive a thorough education in the rhetorical and aesthetic analysis of many sorts of texts.  
Learning Outcomes
A student who graduates from Fort Lewis College with a BA in English should be able to:
1. Engage with diverse texts.
Assessed in various courses through exams, class discussions and presentations.
2. Understand the constructed nature of knowledge, and the contingent nature of works, authors, concepts and principles considered important in our field.
Assessed in all courses through exams, class discussions, papers and presentations.
3. Create texts (essays, stories, analyses) and present these texts professionally in written/oral form.
Assessed in all courses, especially upper division, through papers, presentations, multi-media creations, radio and/or film productions.
4. Critically analyze material, see the complexity of issues, and develop and sustain an argument or inquiry.  
Assessed in upper division courses, especially in senior seminar through an exit interview and examination.

Gender and Women’s Studies
The Gender and Women’s Studies major and minor degrees approach the study of gender—including masculinity, women’s equality, human sexuality, and human sexual orientation—from a deeply trans-disciplinary perspective.  Informed by feminist and other critical theories inside and outside of academia, the GWS curriculum is committed to honest and productive examinations regarding the key role of gender in social, political, and economic arenas.  Through their study of gender, students will analyze how the intersection of race, class, sexuality and other identities serve to construct and maintain global and local dominant frameworks of inequality and serve to limit access to resources and power.  Central to this Gender & Women’s Studies program is the recognition of the value of diversity, a concern for social justice and an exploration of unique and innovative ways of performing gender, conducting research, and effectively navigating local and global environments.  The major is designed to fit squarely within a liberal arts tradition as well as to encourage and prepare students to be agents of change in their personal and professional lives.

Learning Outcomes
A student who graduates from Fort Lewis College with a BA in Gender and Women’s Studies should be able to:
1. Comprehend the interdisciplinary study of gender and multicultural issues as reflected in the instruction and advising by the larger academic community of Women’s and Gender Studies scholars.
Assessed through writing assignments, class exams, senior project, and research papers in GWS 101, ANTH/GWS 355, GWS 496, HIST/GWS 368 respectively.
2.  Recognize how gender operates in a variety of societal contexts but also in relationship to other societal and cultural variables.
Assessed through essay exams, focus groups, daily intellectual activities, journal entries, and written scholarly reviews in GWS 101, ANTH/GWS 355, ANTH/GWS 358, ENGL/NAIS 380 respectively.
3. Freely and effectively demonstrate critical thinking, analysis, and communication of her/his developing critical perspective on gender and women’s issues.
Assessed through class discussions, classroom workshops, research papers, senior project, and position papers in GWS 101, ANTHGWS 355, GWS 496, PHIL 365 respectively.
4. Pursue graduate work and/or attain positions in the private and public sectors.
Assessed through class discussions and group exams, guest speakers and class lectures, and oral presentations in GWS 101, ANTH/GWS 355, PHIL 365 respectively.  In addition, systematically track alumni through surveys.
5. Apply theories about gender to significant issues, especially social and policy.
Assessed through term paper and group exams, analysis of assigned tests, and research papers in GWS 101, ANTH/GWS 355 respectively.


History
The Department of History offers a wide variety of courses that will enhance students’ understanding and appreciation of the human past.  The study of history promotes tolerance between peoples and helps make the world and our lives more intelligible.  We are the wiser for knowing that our belief systems, institutions, and conflicts have their roots in the past.  Courses in the history of Africa, Asia, Europe, the Americas and Caribbean, and the Middle East introduce the creative achievements of other civilizations.  Through the exploration of our own national experience and the history of western civilization, students gain a deeper understanding of the historic foundations underlying the challenges we face in our own time.
Students of history learn to collect and interpret data, develop logical and convincing arguments, and to write with clarity and economy.  A degree in history provides a solid foundation for students seeking careers in teaching, archival management, library science, law, politics, international affairs and governments, as well as the training needed for success in graduate school.

Learning Outcomes
A student who graduates from Fort Lewis College with a BA in History should:
1. Be familiar with the history of human experience in at least three regions of the world.
Assessed through department exams and senior seminar.
2. Have a particular competence in his or her area of concentration, including a factual base of information, familiarity with the important historiographical and interpretive concerns of historians of that area, and an ability to synthesize their understanding around recurrent historical themes.
Assessed through department exams and senior seminar.
3. Have an understanding of how different societies in different times and places have constructed class, race, and gender.
Assessed through department exams and senior seminar.
4. Develop critical thinking skills—thinking that is rigorous, fair-minded, and nuanced.
Assessed through department exams and senior seminar.
5. Develop research and writing skills that enable him or her to define a suitable topic, conduct thorough and resourceful searches utilizing traditional and new technological sources for relevant information, and express his or her findings in writing and orally in a clear, persuasive and interesting fashion.
Assessed through department exams and senior seminar.
6. Have an understanding of the complex epistemological challenges involved in studying history.
Assessed through department exams and senior seminar.
7. Appreciate that a historical understanding of the human experience can contribute in vital ways to a responsible and reflective life as an engaged citizen in a rapidly changing and increasingly integrated world.
Assessed in most courses and senior seminar through department exams, senior seminar, and senior seminar presentations.


Modern Language
The Modern Language program plays an essential role in the liberal arts mission of Fort Lewis College.  It prepares students for active engagement in a globalized economy dependent upon international communication, the world media, and international organizations and businesses. 
The program develops an increasing awareness of ethnic diversity and multi-culturalism.  It also serves a variety of local high school students from the area who seek offerings not available in their schools.  
Learning Outcomes
A student who graduates from Fort Lewis College with a BA in Modern Languages should be able to:
1. Demonstrate critical thinking by synthesizing, summarizing, and analyzing works in a target language.
Assessed in all classes through regular written and oral exams.
2. Understand the global interconnectedness of civilizations and cultures.
Assessed in upper level classes through class exams and papers.
3. Demonstrate an advanced level in the five language skills consistent with national standards—comprehension, speaking, reading, writing, and cultural acumen.
Assessed in all courses, especially senior seminar, through papers and presentations, and class exams.
4. Demonstrate historical knowledge of the target language’s cultures.
Assessed senior seminar through a research paper and presentation.
5. Show a commitment to social justice and multiculturalism.
Assessed in all courses, especially those in civilization and culture, through class discussions, exams, and papers.


Music
The Fort Lewis College Music program is committed to the philosophy that the arts enrich both the human mind and spirit, and the faculty are dedicated to fostering artistic and intellectual development throughout the campus and surrounding communities.
Through programs that both challenge and nurture, the Music Department attempts to meet the following goals:
a. Provide an opportunity for all students of this liberal arts institution to develop a better understanding of the musical arts.
b. Provide training in music leading to its associated careers.
c. Provide artistic leadership and musical performances for the enrichment of the cultural aspects of the college and community.
Learning Outcomes
A student who graduates from Fort Lewis College with a BA in Music should be able to:
1. Obtain and retain employment in its associate careers.
2. Provide artistic leadership and musical performances for the cultural aspects of the local and world community.
3. Understand music in its historical, theoretical, aural, and cultural context.
4. Demonstrate performance ability.
5. Communicate with and about music.
Assessment in music doesn’t necessarily conform to other major.  It is well defined and detailed.  The goals are broken down into specific student competencies, and those competencies are assessed in a variety of ways:  placement exams, exit interviews, senior recitals, jury exams (videotaped), presentations, piano proficiency.  The entire faculty is involved, with specific timelines and duties outlined in their program.


Philosophy
The purpose of the Philosophy curriculum at Fort Lewis College is not only the study of traditional and contemporary philosophical issues and positions for their intrinsic interest and importance, but also the demonstration that these age-old but continuing efforts to understand ourselves and our relation to the world are important to everyone.  It is the mark of a liberally educated person to understand the conclusions of the specialized sciences in terms of their basic assumptions, to think seriously about the nature of such assumptions, and to be aware of the way in which our views of reality are influenced by our cultural heritages and by the very structures of our languages.   Perhaps the most important function of philosophy as part of the liberal education is the destruction or at least the recognition of the complacency and provincialism of much of our thinking.
A major in philosophy will provide a sound foundation for graduate studies in philosophy and will also serve as an excellent preparation for law school or for theological studies.  For students majoring in philosophy, as well as for those majoring in other disciplines and minoring in philosophy and for those taking several philosophy courses as electives, the program is designed to provide a systematic acquaintance with humankind’s most fundamental attempts at self-knowledge and concomitant basis from which students can formulate their own views of themselves and the world.
Learning Outcomes
A student who graduates from Fort Lewis College with a BA in philosophy should:
1. Be familiar with traditional and contemporary philosophical thought in its three principal divisions:  ethics and political philosophy, metaphysics, and epistemology.
Assessed in all courses (except PHIL 271) through reading questions, quizzes, exams, papers, and oral presentations.

2. Be able to identify arguments, including their underlying assumptions, and critically evaluate them in a rigorous and fair-minded way.
Assessed in all courses (especially PHIL 271) through class discussions, argument summary and analysis homework, logic homework problems, papers, and exams.

3. Demonstrate a more mature, nuanced conception of themselves and the world and will appreciate the importance of philosophical understanding for a responsible and reflective life.
Assessed in all courses (except PHIL 271) through class discussions, papers and oral presentations.
4. Demonstrate written and verbal communication skills.
Assessed in all courses by class discussion, written argument summaries, position papers, and oral presentations.
5. Be prepared for graduate study in philosophy, as well as other disciplines for which philosophy is an appropriate preparatory program.
Assessed in all courses through exams, papers, oral presentations.   Also assessed through alumni surveys and by acceptance rates into graduate programs.










Political Science
Through class and student centered activities, the political science program encourages students to critically explore and evaluate political and governmental phenomena both in the United States and internationally.  These activities help students develop confidence and experience in critical analysis, speaking, and writing.

Learning Outcomes
A student graduating from Fort Lewis College with a BA in Political Science should be able to: 
1. Evaluate conflicting arguments, to assemble and present empirical evidence, and to make reasoned conclusions from the evidence available.
Assessed in all PS courses, especially PS 260, PS 495, PS 496 through class exams, research projects, completion of a research prospectus, and a mandatory exit interview.
2. Evidence strong skills in oral and written communication.
Assessed primarily in all upper division courses through research papers (or similar writing exercises such as legal briefs or court opinion papers), oral presentations and defense of conclusions in these papers, and a mandatory exit interview.
3. Demonstrate knowledge of the values and beliefs that constitute the Western political tradition, and an understanding of the historical tension between dominant and alternative ideologies and belief systems.
Assessed in PS 110 and courses in the US Politics subfield, through class exams, research papers, and class projects.
4. Demonstrate knowledge of the institutions and processes of the American political and legal systems and their strengths and weaknesses.
Assessed in PS 110 and courses in the US Politics subfield, through class exams, research papers, and class projects.
5. Demonstrate knowledge of other political systems, both Western and non-Western.
Assessed in PS 101 and PS 281 through class exams, research papers, and class projects.
6. Demonstrate knowledge of the patterns of interaction among members of the world community, and the sources of international conflict and cooperation.
Assessed in the International and Comparative Politics subfield courses and in the Public Policy subfield courses through class exams, research papers, and class projects.
7. Demonstrate knowledge of the domestic and international policy issues facing the United States and the world community, and the ability to make reasoned judgments regarding policies to address those problems.
Assessed in the Public Policy subfield courses through class exams, research papers, and class projects.


Sociology
The Sociology Department is committed to the goals of a liberal arts education both in theory and practice.  In addition to adhering to the stated college goals, the Sociology Department’s primary mission is to develop a critical consciousness in our students.  Initiating this process means providing a safe environment where students can explore and engage in the world in a critical fashion.  The department believes that critical consciousness involves not only critical thought, but a strong commitment to learning, eloquent communication, praxis, compassion, and courage.
Learning Outcomes
A student who graduates from Fort Lewis College with a BA in Sociology should be able to:
1. Think critically, which means the ability to appreciate and understand complex social relationships.  Students should have the ability to contextualize social situations and conditions, and the ability to communicate their understanding of social situations and conditions effectively.
Assessed in all SOC course through class exams and class projects.
2. Demonstrate an ability to express critical awareness, which we define as the ability to understand root historical processes and policies that shape and structure the experiences of individuals and groups.
Assessed in SOC 200, 315, 320, 421, and 496 through practicum/internships, class exams, research projects, and exit survey.
3. Demonstrate a proficient understanding of social theories, which informs sociological research, methods, and analysis.  We also believe that students should be able to build their own research from theory and to conduct their own analyses.
Assessed in SOC 300, 315, 320, 421, and 496, through research papers and projects.
4. Develop a concern about and commitment to the welfare of others.
Assessed in SOC 315, 320, and 421, through practicum/internships and exit survey.
5. Understand the importance of being active in community development and civic engagement with the goal of improving the quality of life for all.
Assessed in SOC 320 through practicum/internships.
6. Appreciate, understand, and embrace the diversity that comprises humanity.
Assessed in various SOC courses through class exams, class projects, senior seminar exam, and exit survey.


Theatre
The Department of Theatre at Fort Lewis College actively pursues exciting and innovative pedagogy which recognizes the power of theatre and creative thinking while considering the rapidly changing landscape of a culturally rich and diverse world.  We consciously expand student potential through curriculum which includes extensive collaborative experience, skills-building, experiential learning, innovative production programming, intensive guest artist engagements, and national and international internships.  Our graduates realize their highest potential as productive, literate, articulate, thinkers who are able to shape their own life while contributing in ways that are aesthetically enriched, humane, and just.  
Theatre is a powerful and useful paradigm for understanding and exploring the human experience on personal, social, cultural, and universal levels.  We believe that the accomplishments of the Department of Theatre have been carefully guided by the mission and strategic directions of the college toward the best education for our students with the most innovative learning experiences while utilizing community connections in the form of bridge-building and service.  Our reputation has become stronger with our good work, and our learning environment is being constantly and duly improved toward better teaching/learning model.  We will continue to work toward our highest goals, to teach in our discipline, as well as in General Education, developing our pedagogy, maintaining our focus on the highest level of scholarship and the most innovative programming possible whilst serving our greater community.

Learning Outcomes
A student who graduates from Fort Lewis College with a BA in Theatre should be able to:
1. Demonstrate an understanding of theatre and performance as a global phenomenon from multiple perspectives, including theoretical, historical, and practical.
2. Demonstrate an understanding of how theatre and performance phenomenon contribute to and enrich human development and demonstrate scholarly to said human development during their college career.
3. Demonstrate an understanding of the performance ensemble experience as a professional development, develop skills toward a mature teamwork contributor and demonstrate the most professional behaviors in this arena.
4. Demonstrate an understanding of and practice contributing to the FLC learning community, and greater campus community culture, and the greater disciplinary community through scholarly accomplishments in both writing and practical performance.
5. Demonstrate an understanding of the purpose, machinations and practice of the following disciplinary areas in breadth and depth, and demonstrate theoretical and practical knowledge of these areas:  Performance and Directing, Dramaturgy, Design and Technical theatre, Stage Management, Media Relations, and publicity.
6. Demonstrate hands on skills working with state of the art equipment as well as the conceptual relationship to decisions made in theatre and film production to the employment of that equipment.
Students in Theatre are evaluated on their developments and successes in those learning goals through the following assessment tools:
· Entrance diagnostic exam 
· Sophomore Seminar portfolio—public presentation 
· Internship in Theatre-Successful completion: Community Based Learning experience 
· Public display of scholarship
· Senior thesis – theoretical scholarly accomplishment 
· Senor public performance – creative scholarly accomplishment
· Exit diagnostic exam





School of Business Administration
1. Accounting
2. CSIS
3. Economics
4. Business Administration
5. Finance
6. Marketing




Accounting
                     The Accounting Degree Program is accredited by the Association to            Advance Collegiate Schools of Business International (AACSB), and is one of the five degree programs offered in the School of Business Administration (SOBA).
The Accounting major prepares students to embark immediately upon careers as public, corporate or governmental accountants and provides a foundation in accounting and business administration that will enable them to pursue graduate study. Graduates can expect to work in such areas as management advisory services, income tax, auditing, budgeting, cost accounting, and general accounting


Learning Outcomes
A student who graduates from Fort Lewis College with a BS in Accounting should be able to:
1. Demonstrate functional skills, including Decision Modeling, Risk Analysis, Measurement, Reporting, Research, and the Use of Technology.
Assessed through class projects and exams in all upper division accounting classes.
2. Demonstrate personal skills, including Professional Demeanor, Problems Solving and Decision Making, Interaction, Leadership, Communication, and Project Management.
Assessed through participation in Beta Alpha Psi activities, including interaction with business professionals, internships, and interviews.
3. Demonstrate broad business skills, including Strategic/Critical Thinking, Global Perspective, Legal/Regulatory Perspective, and Client Focus.
Assessed through student internships, professional careers, and performance reviews of graduates.


Computer Science Information Systems
The interdisciplinary major leading to the Bachelor of Arts degree in Computer Science Information Systems (CSIS) combines the fields of computer science (the study of algorithms for creating computer application) and information systems (the application of computer technology to solve problems).  The program emphasizes breadth of knowledge and the development of written and oral communication skills, which are trademarks of a liberal arts education, combined with professional competence in computer science and/or information systems.  The student specializes in one of these fields by choosing the Computer Science Option or the Information Systems Option.
The primary objectives of the curriculum are to ensure that every graduate is thoroughly familiar with the fundamental principles of modern computer science and information systems; understands how these principles relate to software, hardware, and system design; and is familiar with a t least one significant area of applications of computers.   Other major objectives include providing graduates with the ability to understand a variety of problem-solving algorithms; familiarity with several programming languages for implementing these algorithms; understanding of hardware and/or software systems; the ability to make informed choices of software and hardware for a variety of problems; and an understanding of the role that human factors play in implementing computer-based systems.

Learning Outcomes
A student who graduates from Fort Lewis College with a BS in CSIS should be able to:
1. All majors will be familiar with the fundamentals of computer programming in an imperative programming language such as Java, Visual Basic, C++, of C#.
Assessed through team projects in CSIS 360 and 370, presented in a public forum.  Also assessed through contact with employers of graduates.
2. All majors will be able to design and implement relational databases.
Assessed through projects in upper division courses, as well as communication with employers of graduates.
3. Be familiar with modern principles of Software Engineering.
Assessed through projects in upper division courses, as well as communication with employers of graduates.
4. Be familiar with the principles of Object Oriented Design and be capable of writing Object-Oriented programs in languages such as Java, Visual Basic, C++, or C#.
Assessed through communication with employers of graduates.
5. Possess sufficient programming skills to obtain employment as an entry-level software developer in the computer industry.
Assessed through placement data and through communication with employers of graduates.
6. Understand the principles of Computer Organization and Architecture.
Assessed through CSIS 321 activities and projects.
7. Demonstrate an ability to successfully use oral and written means to communicate advanced computer science topics to an audience of their peers.
Assessed through projects in CSIS 360 and CSIS 370, and a formal report and presentation in senior seminar.
8. Be familiar with the design and implementation of computer networks.
Assessed through projects in CSIS 428 and/or CSIS 431.


Economics
The economics major is designed to provide students with an understanding of economic principles underlying the business world.  It shows the relationships between the study of economics and basic business decision making both from the standpoint of the individual firm and from the standpoint of a business operating in the national and global economy.

Learning Outcomes
A student who graduates from Fort Lewis College with a BS in Economics should be able to:
1. Understand the tools and concepts of economics used in describing and solving real world problems.
Assessed through class exams and homework assignments in ECON 262/272.
2. Complete a core of microeconomic and macroeconomic theory, above the introductory level.
Assessed through class exams and homework assignments in ECON 356/361/364/371.
3. Present ideas in compelling writing and speech.
Assessed through class presentations and papers in ECON 307/335/340/356/361/369.
4. Understand how to pose a question, collect information, identify and use an appropriate framework to analyze, and then come to a conclusion.
Assessed through class projects and papers in ECON 307/356/361/369/371.


Business Administration
The Business Administration degree program, which includes eight major options, is accredited by the Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business International (AACSB).  The program is designed to prepare students for business careers.  Students may specialize in Agricultural Business, Business Administration, Engineering Management, Finance, Information Management, International Business, Management, or Tourism and Hospitality Management.  Every business student takes the same business core, and augments the core with required and elective courses within their area of specialization.

Learning Outcomes
A student who graduates from Fort Lewis College with a BS in Business Administration should be able to:
1. Understand how to collect, analyze and present statistical data and interpret the data for better decision making.
Assessed through class exams and projects in BA 253.
2. Recognize legal problems in their business operations and be able to seek legal counsel in solving those problems.
Assessed through class exams and case studies in BA 260.
3. Understand the behavior of people and groups in organizations and know about current management practices that address these patterns of behavior to increase organizational effectiveness.
Assessed through class exams in BA 301.
4. Understand the role operations management plays in various types of organizations and its analytical techniques.
Assessed through class assignments and class exams in BA 353.
5. Understand personal, corporate, and investment financial theories and their application to value-enhancing decisions.
Assessed through class exams and projects in BA 380.
6. Understand business strategy development and implementation and know how to apply their knowledge of the functional areas to the evaluation and resolution of complex, interrelated and multifaceted business problems.
Assessed through a class project in BA 496.


Finance
The Finance concentration provides all students, regardless of major, the opportunity to understand and apply value-enhancing personal financial and real estate decisions.  Within the finance business major it provides background in personal, corporate, and investment financial theories and their application to value-enhancing decisions.

Learning Outcomes
A student who graduates from Fort Lewis College with a BS in Finance should be able to:
1. Understand and apply personal financial management techniques in a value-enhancing framework.
Assessed in ECON 201 through class exams and projects.
2. Understand and apply corporate financial management techniques in a value-enhancing framework.
Assessed in BA 380 through class exams, projects and previews.
3. Understand and apply investment financial management techniques in a value-enhancing framework.
Assessed in BA 485 through class exams and projects.
4. Understand financing and investment decisions under uncertainty.
Assessed in BA 481 through class exams and projects.
5. Discuss investment management companies, financial markets, and financial planning.
Assessed in upper division courses through class exams, projects, and class discussions.
6. Understand and apply the Uniform Securities Act, Securities and Exchange Commission, and Federal Securities Act.
Assessed in BA 485 through class exams, projects, and class discussions.

Marketing
The foundations of marketing thought include research to identify customer needs and wants, new product development, brand management, promotion and communication strategies, distribution system management, sales management and professional selling, domestic and international market analysis, pricing analysis, and the analysis of marketing impacts on social issues.  Application areas include product, service, and non-profit sectors of the economy.  These and other marketing activities are grounded on a foundation of understanding the customer—who are they today and likely to be tomorrow, what do they want, how people decide what to buy, and what happens after people make a purchase. 
The Marketing program at Fort Lewis College is strongly committed to SOBA’s mission to work as a team to create student-focused learning experiences that prepare the marketing graduate for a dynamic global environment.  Courses are taught by an AACSB governed mixture of academically qualified research faculty and professionally qualified faculty with significant business experience.  

Learning Outcomes
A student who graduates from Fort Lewis College with a BS in Marketing should be able to:
1. Show the ability to use modern methods to access, analyze, interpret, and apply a wide range of information, data, and appropriate sources. 
Assessed in all courses through specific assignments, research projects, and class exams.
2. Show the ability to analyze, synthesize, evaluate, and apply information in order to solve complex problems.
Assessed in upper division classes through research projects, class discussions, and case studies.
3. Show the ability to contribute to scholarly understanding of a subject by balancing complexity and clarity of argument, clear conceptual organization of evidence, and adaptation to context and audience.
Assessed in upper division classes through papers, class discussions, and presentations.
4. Show the ability to use all of the above to make positive contributions to one’s community and the larger society.
Assessed through alumni contacts and surveys.





Teacher Education, General Education, Education for Global Citizenship, and Civic Engagement

1. Teacher Education
2. General Education
3. Education for Global Citizenship
4. Civic Engagement





Teacher Education
The Teacher Education Program recommends its program for completers for a Colorado Teaching Licensure.  Degree seeking students from 13 majors with teaching options and Post-Baccalaureate students are eligible to seek admission to one of 10 licensure programs.  Students may choose to add two endorsements:  Linguistically Diverse Education (LDE) and LDE Bilingual.
Students must meet several requirements for admission to the Teacher Education Licensure Program, including a minimum GPA of 2.75.  Students must also meet requirements for admission to student teaching, including passing the state required content test.
Most education courses include field study experiences, and all of our programs meet or exceed the state mandate of 800 field hours.
Our program earns state re-authorization every five years and must demonstrate that it has met a number of state mandates.  We expect our most recent re-authorization to be approved during Fall Term 2010.  Our program earns national accreditation from TEAC and was last reviewed and re-accredited in 2007-2008.
Learning Outcomes
Students completing the program successfully will:
1. Meet each of the Colorado Department of Education’s eight (8) Performance Based Standards for Colorado Teachers.
Assessed and evaluated through a variety of methods, which are attached after this section.
2. Demonstrate a broad interdisciplinary knowledge related to the critical issues of today’s complex society and implement interdisciplinary teaching strategies to enhance content area instruction.
Assessed and evaluated through a variety of methods, which are attached after this section.
3. Demonstrate thoughtful, considerate, and compassionate interaction with students, coworkers, parents, and community members.
Assessed and evaluated through a variety of methods, which are attached after this section.




General Education
The General Education program at Fort Lewis College serves dual purposes through the same curriculum.  First, it is designed to give all students a solid foundation in those generally recognized skills necessary for future success in specialized disciplines.  Second, it meets the requirements set by the state of Colorado for guaranteed transfer.  
Learning Outcomes
A student completing the gtPathways General Education program at Fort Lewis College should:
1. Demonstrate critical thinking competency, defined by the ability to examine issues and ideas and to identify good and bad reasoning in a variety of fields with differing assumptions, contents, and methods.
2. Demonstrate the ability to use mathematical methods, reasoning, and strategies to investigate and solve problems.
3. Demonstrate the ability to read critically and thoughtfully.
4. Demonstrate the ability to select and apply contemporary forms of technology to solve problems or compile information.
5. Demonstrate the ability to write clearly and concisely.


Each of the courses in the gtPathways/General Education program meet 2 or more of the outcomes listed above.  We are currently developing a program to assess these outcomes.  It begins with a student reported survey listing their thoughts on whether or not the outcomes were addressed and met.  Over the next 2 years we will develop a way to systematically sample the large number of courses offered each semester and evaluate our progress toward achieving these goals.  

Education for Global Citizenship
Education for Global Citizenship (EGC) courses help students develop an awareness of global relationships by critically analyzing global problems or topics using knowledge from multiple disciplines and diverse cultural perspectives.  Because Education for Global Citizenship courses are the capstone experience of general education, students are expected to demonstrate advanced skills in inquiry, critical thinking and communication.
Learning Outcomes
1. Global awareness—the ability to demonstrate an awareness of the global dimensions of social, ecological, political, economic or cultural systems.
2. Critical analysis—the ability to critically analyze the global phenomena, problems, issues, or topics that are the specific focus of the course using diverse cultural perspectives and multiple disciplinary frameworks.
3. Identification of responses—the ability to identify possible responses to the global phenomena, problems, issues or topics that are the specific focus of the course.  These responses may be enacted by individuals, social networks, movements, organizations, governments, or other entities.

At present the Gen Ed council EGC subcommittee reviews EGC syllabi to ensure that the learning outcomes are articulated in the syllabi and, less certainly, whether or not the in-class assessment of the outcomes can be determined from the syllabi.
Also, for all EGC courses, an on-line learning outcomes assessment is requested from all students.  
A process is beginning to determine appropriate direct assessment techniques and/or rubrics to measure the learning outcomes.



Civic Engagement
Fort Lewis College’s Center for Civic Engagement (formerly the Center for Service Learning) was established in 1993 to support faculty and students in their effort to integrate academic study with responsible engagement and activism.  Focusing academic resources on pressing social, environmental, economic, and civic issues links campuses to communities in a dynamic partnership that enhances students’ educational experiences and assists community-based groups, grassroots associations, organizations, and non-profit and for profit businesses in their vital work.

Learning Outcomes
1. Institution:  The Center for Civic Engagement ties Fort Lewis College to local and national indicators of an engaged institution.  An engaged institution focuses its resources—teaching, scholarship, research, and service—on community strengthening by orienting the core mission and vision around engagement and activism through educational opportunities whose end result produces prepared citizens interested in the common good.
2. Faculty:  The Center for Civic Engagement provides technical assistance in service-learning and curriculum integrated course development around pressing community needs and social issues.  Engaged faculty provide the leadership in and context for academic work which harbors the opportunity for critical reflection, direct engagement, and community-based learning and research all centered within the premise that teaching, service and scholarship are community property.
3. Students:  The Center for Student Engagement ties students to national, federal and local initiatives that support the engagement of students in community.  The engaged student has exposure to enhanced pedagogical/academic experience through the linking of classroom learning with real life community contexts and develops the skills necessary for responsible application of knowledge to community needs, issues and problems.
4. Community:  The Center for Civic Engagement consistently and increasingly mobilizes the resources of the institution into the community to assist in the work of community building and social change.  The engaged community is one that has the ability to link community expertise and assets to the assets of the engaged institution by recognizing community organizers, community developers and community builders as educational partners in the academic career, critical reflection and enhanced academic performance of the students involved.
Currently the assessment of these four goals tends to reside in the specific courses/programs where the Center’s help is utilized.  Over the next 2 years we will undertake a campus conversation of how best to assess the achievement of these outcomes, and how we might best be able to consolidate the results from across campus into an overall view of the progress toward these goals. 



Teacher Education Claims, Assessment Methods, and Results

Claim 1: Our program completers meet each of the Colorado Department of Education’s eight Performance Based Standards for Colorado Teachers (PBSCT’s).  
#1 Literacy. The teacher shall be knowledgeable about student literacy and reflect the knowledge and skills required of beginning teachers.
#2 Mathematics The teacher shall be knowledgeable about mathematics and mathematics instruction.
#3 Standards and Assessment- The teacher shall be knowledgeable about strategies, planning practices, assessment techniques, and appropriate accommodations to ensure student learning in a standards-based curriculum.
#4 Content The elementary teacher is knowledgeable, in addition to literacy and mathematics, in the following content: civics, economics, geography, history, science, music, visual arts, and physical education.  Middle school and secondary content teachers shall be knowledgeable in literacy and mathematics and expert in their content endorsement area (s).
#5 Classroom and Instructional Management The teacher is knowledgeable about classroom practice in order to successfully manage time, communications and record keeping procedures that will support and enhance student learning.
#6 Individualization of Instruction Responsive to the needs and experiences children bring to the classroom, 
including those based on culture, community, ethnicity, economics, linguistics, and innate learning abilities. Knowledgeable about learning exceptionalities and conditions that effect the rate and extent of student 
learning, and is able to adapt instruction for all learners.
#7 Technology The teacher is skilled in technology and is knowledgeable about using technology to support instruction and enhance student learning.
#8 Democracy, Educational Governance and Careers in Teaching. The teacher recognizes the school’s role in teaching and perpetuating our democratic system.  The teacher knows the relationships among the various governmental entities that create laws, rules, regulations, and policies that determine educational practices.


Assessments used for Claim 1 
PBSCT #1:  Knowledge of Literacy
· Portfolio Rating PBSCT #1
· Evaluations by Classroom Teachers on the student teacher’s knowledge of Literacy. 
· The LITERACY GPA: Based on grades in literacy related courses, varying by program.  

   PBSCT #2:  Knowledge of Mathematics 
· Portfolio Rating PBSCT #2 
· Evaluations by Classroom Teachers on the student teacher’s knowledge of Mathematics
· The MATH GPA: Based on grades in math related courses, varying by program.
   
PBSCT #3:  Standards and Assessments 
· Portfolio Rating PBSCT #3
· Evaluations by Classroom Teachers on the student teacher’s knowledge of Standards and Assessments.
· The METHODS GPA: Based on grades in teaching methods courses, varying by program.

   PBSCT #4: Knowledge of Content 
· Portfolio Rating PBSCT #4
· Evaluations by Classroom Teachers on the student teacher’s knowledge of Content Knowledge.
· The ADMIT GPA and FINAL CUM GPA. Students must earn a minimum Cumulative GPA of 2.75 as a program requirement for admission to Teacher Education (the Admit GPA). Likewise students must maintain a minimum Cumulative GPA of 2.75 as a program requirement for admission to Student Teaching. (The Final Cumulative GPA). These GPAs represent the grades in all courses taken at FLC. These GPAs are an indication of the quality of students’ breadth and depth of knowledge. Breadth is represented by the many general education courses in the areas of literature and the arts, the social sciences, the sciences and mathematics, as well as introductory education courses. Depth is represented by the courses taken in the subject area itself, composed of major courses that meet the program standards of the Colorado Department of Education.  
· The CONTENT GPA: The Content GPA is an indication of the depth of knowledge in the subject areas that student teachers will teach.  As teachers they will continue to develop their content knowledge.  Nevertheless, measuring our program completers’ knowledge in the subjects they will teach through the Content GPA is important element of preparing qualified teachers.
· STATE REQUIRED CONTENT TEST:  All students must pass a state approved content test for their content area; either the appropriate COLORADO PLACE test or the ETS Administered PRAXIS II test as a program requirement for admission to Student Teaching. These tests are designed to assess subject knowledge.

   PBSCT #5: Knowledge of Instructional and Classroom Management 
· Portfolio Rating PBSCT #5: 
· Evaluations by Classroom Teachers on instructional management.  
· GRADES earned in ED 421:  All students must earn a minimum C grade in ED 421 (Individualized Instruction in a Pluralistic Society) to meet a program requirement for admission to student teaching. This course deals with all aspects of classroom management, including the study of published discipline models.  
· Redesigned Curriculum: In the redesigned curriculum, ED 421 has been replaced by two sequential courses ED 465 and ED 475, both focused, like ED 421, on the management of a classroom comprised of diverse and individual learners.

 PBSCT #6: Knowledge of Individualization of Instruction
· Portfolio Rating PBSCT #6:.
· Evaluations by Classroom Teachers on individualization of instruction. 
· The METHODS GPA: Based on grades in teaching methods courses, varying by program 
· GRADES earned in ED 421:  All students must earn a minimum C grade in ED 421 (Individualized Instruction in a Pluralistic Society) to meet a program requirement for admission to student teaching. This course deals with all aspects of classroom management, including the study of the needs of individual learners. In this course, all students must compile a journal of common medical conditions found in the classroom. We feel justified in using the range of program completers’ grades in ED 421 as a principal assessment in supporting this claim.
· Redesigned Curriculum: See PBSCT #5 above.

   PBSCT #7: Knowledge of Technology
· Portfolio Rating PBSCT #7
· Evaluations by Classroom Teachers on knowledge of technology. 
· Redesigned Curriculum: In the redesigned curriculum, students in most programs take ED 377 (Instructional Technology) and as in all education courses, students will need to earn a minimum C grade in this course as a program requirement for admission to student teaching. 

 PBSCT #8: Knowledge of Democracy, Educational Governance and Careers in Teaching
· Portfolio Rating PBSCT #8: 
· Evaluations by Classroom Teachers on professional qualities


Claim 2: As a result of their liberal arts education at FLC, our program completers demonstrate a broad, interdisciplinary knowledge related to the critical issues of today’s complex society and implement interdisciplinary teaching strategies to enhance content area instruction.
Assessments used for Claim 2 
· Portfolio Rating PBSCT #8: In their professional portfolio, students must demonstrate they recognize the school’s role in teaching and perpetuating our democratic system as an element of meeting Standard #8. It is in this part of the portfolio presentation that students are expected to demonstrate how they transferred this knowledge into action in the classroom.
· Evaluations by Classroom Teachers on application of Interdisciplinary Teaching Strategies

· The GENERAL EDUCATION GPA: As part of the college requirements for the completion of the current Thematic Studies general education curriculum, students pass four courses that are designed to provide students with an interdisciplinary approach to learning. This coursework is fundamental to the preparation of teachers who have gained a broad, interdisciplinary knowledge related to the critical issues of today’s complex society. 

· Redesigned Curriculum: Two new courses will replace these in the college’s redesigned Global Studies general education curriculum, but the interdisciplinary theme will remain.  The Gen ED GPA will remain as an assessment.

· Grades on Interdisciplinary Units: All program completers have taken a required course in which they plan an interdisciplinary unit.  Early Childhood and Elementary Education students take ED 423 and Secondary and K-12 students take ED 424. Students draw from their interdisciplinary content knowledge, as well as their broad, liberal arts education in the general education program at Fort Lewis College.  
· Redesigned Curriculum: Students in the redesigned curriculum will still prepare an interdisciplinary unit, Secondary students in either ED 424 or ED 444 and Early Childhood and Elementary Education students during their second immersion term. 

· ACT Outcomes Survey: During Fall 2005 and Winter 2006, the ACT College Outcomes Survey was administered to Fort Lewis College seniors enrolled in Senior Seminar classes. A number of questions related to the area of skills and knowledge critical to understanding today’s complex society were chosen for this assessment and the results are used to support this claim. 
· Redesigned Curriculum: No change planned as long as this survey is still administered at FLC.



Claim 3:  Our program completers demonstrate thoughtful, considerate, and compassionate interactions with students, coworkers, parents, and community members.
Assessments used for Claim 3 
· Portfolio Rating PBSCT #6:  In their professional portfolio presentation, students must demonstrate they are responsive to the needs and experiences children bring to the classroom, including those based on culture, community, ethnicity, economics, linguistics, and innate learning abilities. Each student must also demonstrate that he/she is knowledgeable about learning exceptionalities and conditions that effect the rate and extent of student learning, and is able to adapt instruction for all learners.

· Evaluations by Classroom Teachers on Caring Teaching Style. 

· THE DIVERSITY GPA All students must earn a minimum C grade in ED 210 (Culture of Childhood and Youth) and ED 421 (Individualized Instruction in a Pluralistic Society) to meet a program requirement for admission to student teaching. These two courses focus on seeing students though the lenses of culture and unique learning styles. In addition, students may choose a number of other FLC courses that examine cultural, linguistic, and ethnic differences.  The sum of all this coursework is called the Diversity GPA. We feel justified in using the range of program completers’ grades in these diversity courses as a principal assessment in supporting this claim.
· Redesigned Curriculum: Three new required courses (ED 447, 465, and 475) will replace ED 210 and ED 421 in the redesigned curriculum and all Early Childhood and Elementary Education students will be required to take ED 334 (English as a Second Language).  As all these courses will continue to focus on the same principles the Diversity GPA will remain as an assessment.

