FLC Writing Program / Writing and Research Process


PIE
“PIE” stands for “Point,” “Illustration,” and “Explanation.” It represents ways we talk and write to explain our ideas. PIE makes it easier for readers to understand what you are saying; it helps develop reader-centered prose
Point—a basic claim; in writing this is most often a topic sentence.

Illustration—the specifics to support a claim; in writing this is most often quotations, paraphrases, or summaries.

Explanation—reasoning of the connection between the point and the illustration; in writing this is why you believe your specific example supports your claim.

Example PIE paragraph:  
Essay’s thesis: Rock climbing is an inherently dangerous sport.

Ironically, rock climbing accidents can also be caused by user error. Of the many dangers that rock climbers face, many can be prevented. Each year nearly one out of every three accidents is preventable (Climbing 35). According to certified guide Jessie Guthrie, “many people—even advanced climbers—get hurt every year because of careless errors” (304). Careless errors typically involve failure to check partner’s equipment and lack of basic rescue skills. Because of user error and other avoidable mistakes, rock climbing can be harmful.

Point


Illustration
           Explanation
