Math 201—Elementary Statistics—Winter 2008

Instructor:  
Dr. Pamela K. M. Smith


Office: 
EBH 262

Phone:  
247-7403




E-Mail:
smith_p@fortlewis.edu

Office Hours: Monday 2:00 – 3:00 in EBH 262

Tuesday 2:30 – 3:30 in EBH 271
Thursday 11:00 – 12:00 in EBH 262, and 2:30 – 3:30 in EBH 271

You are welcome to stop by my office at other times as well, but I may or may

not be able to help you then.  You may also call or e-mail me with questions.

TEXT

Workshop Statistics:  Discovery with Data and the Graphing Calculator, Second Edition, paperback.

CALCULATOR

A TI-83 or TI-84 calculator is required for this course.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
In this course, students will discover statistical concepts, explore statistical principles, and apply statistical techniques.  Topics include Data and Variables, Displaying and Describing Distributions, Measures of Center, Measures of Spread, Correlation, Regression, Designing Studies, Probability, Sampling Distributions, Confidence Intervals, Tests of Significance, Comparing Two Means, Comparing Two Proportions, and Inference for Two-Way Tables.

COURSE MECHANICS

In this course, we will be using a text that is centered on discovery of statistical concepts by students.  You will be led through activities in the text, often using actual data, in the hopes that you will discover the concepts.  You are expected, therefore, to be prepared to work in the text for 70 minutes in each class.  It is recommended that you work in small groups.  You must bring your text and your calculator (with adequate batteries) to every class.  There will be times when the instructor will ask for your attention to clear up any misconceptions or to underscore key concepts.  There may also be times when the instructor will lead the class through key topics.  For the most part, however, there will be very little “lecture” in this course.

ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION

You are expected to attend every class and turn in all work on time.  You are expected to be punctual and ready to begin work at the beginning of class and to work until the end of class.  You are expected to stay in the classroom for the whole 70 minutes.  Cell phones and other electronic gadgets (except for calculators) must be turned off and put away.  Attendance, including punctuality, will be recorded.  It will be also be noted if you do not have your text or your calculator.
TESTS

During the term, three one-hour tests will be given.  These tests are announced well in advance and should not be missed.  If you must be absent for a test, you must contact the instructor beforehand to see if the test can be made up.  No test grades will be dropped.  Tentative test dates:  2/1, 2/29, and 4/4.

The final exam is scheduled for Tuesday 7:30 – 9:30 (9:35 section) and Wednesday 9:45 – 11:45 (10:55 section), but will be moved to the Multiple Math Exam time of Wednesday 7:30 – 9:30 AM, if there are not too many conflicts with other exams.  The location will be announced later in the term.
HOMEWORK

You will have homework assigned for every topic in the text.  You will turn in at least one homework per week, and sometimes as many as three.  Homework is due at the beginning of class.  If you are late to class, so is your homework, and no late homework will be accepted for any reason
[image: image1.wmf]*

.  At the end of the term, each student’s two lowest homework grades will be dropped.  Along with homework problems, you will turn in the In-Class Activities for each topic.  The In-Class Activities and the homework problems should be separated.  Again, no late In-Class Activities will be accepted for any reason
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.  At the end of the term, each student’s two lowest In-Class Activities grades will be dropped.  All of your work must be neat and clear.  No credit will be given for work that cannot be deciphered.

COURSE WEBSITE
You are expected to regularly check the website for this course (go to the faculty webpages from the FLC homepage), especially if you miss class.  Assignments and announcements will be posted whenever possible.
GRADING POLICY
Everyone is expected to complete all course requirements.  The effort, detail, and thoughtfulness you put into your work should reflect the standards of performance you will be expected to meet in any workplace:  
· meticulous preparation, 

· use and application of mathematical knowledge,

· genuine curiosity about ideas (including those of others), 

· collegial work,

· analysis and reflectiveness, 

· clear expression,
· organization, 

· timeliness.

Your grade will be determined using these weights:


Hour exams:


35%
(350 points)

Final Exam:


15%
(150 points)

Homeworks:


25%
(250 points)

In-class assignments

15%
(150 points)

Attendance and Participation:
10%
(100 points)
You should keep all of the tests, quizzes, etc. which were returned to you until your final grade is determined.

RECYCLING

Please be sure to recycle mixed paper and any glass, cans, and plastic beverage containers.  Recycling receptacles can be found at many convenient locations on campus.  When we leave a classroom, I expect it to be at least as neat and clean as it was when we arrived.

USE OF TOBACCO

Use of any kind of tobacco is not permitted in the classroom.  Smoking is not permitted inside any buildings on campus.  Also, it is a campus-wide policy that smoking is not permitted within 50 feet of any opening doors and windows.  Please respect this policy.

MATH DEPARTMENT CLASS POLICIES

You are expected to be aware of and to adhere to the Math Department Class Policies.  See this document on my website.
* Exceptions will be made for students missing class because of college-sponsored activities.
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