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PSYCHOLOGY RESEARCH GUIDE

Use the Psychology Research Guide to help with your research:  http://subjectguides.fortlewis.edu/psych.  Find it under the Subject Guides menu on the left hand side of the library homepage:  http://library.fortlewis.edu/.

SET UP AN ACCOUNT IN REFWORKS

RefWorks is web based software that formats citations and bibliographies. You can export citations directly from several of our databases including Academic Search and PsycInfo. Or you can copy and paste text from another bibliography into RefWorks and then select a style format to create a bibliography.  You can keep track of all your references through your account as you build your research over time. It will even work with Word to export citations into a document.

IDENTIFY EMPIRICAL RESEARCH ARTICLES
What is an empirical research study?
Empirical studies use data derived from actual observation or experiment.  Original research papers that describe empirical studies and their results are published in academic or scholarly journals.  Most are peer reviewed or refereed and have a review board made up of experts in the field that selects and approves articles for publication.

How do I identify an empirical study?
Look for these common sections and sub-headings in the article:
· An abstract or paragraph at the top of the article describing the contents.
· A literature review – a discussion of other published works that preceded the article with references to those works.
· A subheading Methods that describes the research methods for the study.
· A subheading Results that describes the outcomes of the study often with numerical data presented in a chart or graph.
· A subheading Discussion that provides interpretation or implications of the study.
· A there a lengthy list of References at the end of the article.


LOCATE EMPIRICAL RESEARCH ARTICLES IN DATABASES
You can find the following databases by selecting Databases A-Z under the Find Articles tab on the library homepage.  (Note:  You can access these databases off-campus if you have an updated library account.  When prompted for username and password, enter your name and 900 number.)

PsycInfo  (http://0-search.ebscohost.com.opac.fortlewis.edu/login.asp?profile=psych)  Database from the American Psychological Association (APA)providing citations to journal articles, book chapters and dissertations.  This is not a full text database.  Some articles have links to the full text, others must be requested on interlibrary loan.
	To find empirical research articles, scroll down the search page. Look for the box labeled Methodology and select Empirical Study.

Academic Search Premier (http://0-search.ebscohost.com.opac.fortlewis.edu/login.asp?profile=ase)
Database covering a broad range of topics in both scholarly and popular periodicals.  Some full text.      
	Limit your search to Scholarly (Peer Reviewed) Publications.  Try adding (empirical or research or study) to your keyword search.

If your research topic relates to education, sociology, exercise science or medicine – consider the following databases:
	ERIC (education)      SocINDEX (sociology)     SportsDiscus (exercise science)  PubMed (medical)
SEARCH STRATEGIES

Keyword Searching
1. Isolate the key concepts in your search. 
2. Identify concrete terms that describe those key concepts. 
3. Combine your search terms with the Boolean operator AND. 
4. Add synonyms, related terms or broader terms to your search using the Boolean operator OR
5. Use an asterisk * to truncate at the end of a word stem and you will retrieve the singular or plural of that term.

in 
in 

Subject Searching  
(Note: subject headings are a bit like tags. They are official terms the database uses to describe topics.)

1. Check the Thesaurus or Subjects index to find the subject heading that best describes your topic. Most databases allow you to click on the subject term to execute a search from the thesaurus.  
2. Or, execute a keyword search. If you find and article that relates to your topic, note the subjects (also called descriptors) assigned to an article. You can click on these or incorporate them into your search.  This is how they appear in the record for an article:

Subjects: *Attribution; *Cognitive Processes; *Impression Formation; *Social Cognition
USE THE CHECK OTHER RESOURCES LINK

This link in PsycInfo and other EBSCO databases will bring you to a page that will indicate if the article is available in full text in another database. You can also generate a search to determine if the journals is available in print at Reed Library.  If it is not available, you can generate an interlibrary loan request by clicking on the CLIO Web/ILL link.  Interlibrary loan requests are generally filled within a few days. 

FIND MORE ARTICLES:  Indexes Menu Item. No Sub Menu Available.
Bottom of Form
EXAMINE THE LITERATURE REVIEW AND LIST OF REFERENCES 

· Use the Journal Finder located under Find Articles on the library homepage to see if we have the journal in print or online.
· If we don’t have the journal at FLC, you can request it on interlibrary loan (http://library.fortlewis.edu/Services/ILL/ILL.html) and we will locate the article from another library.  You will receive and email with a link for retrieving the article. (Note:  when logging in to interlibrary loan, use the same username and password you use for your FLC email or logging on in computer labs.)


FIND AN ARTICLE THAT IS NOT AVAILABLE IN FULL TEXT IN THE DATABASE
	
1. Check the Journal Finder under Find Articles on the library homepage to see if it is available in print at FLC.
2. If we don’t have the journal at FLC, you can request it on interlibrary loan (http://library.fortlewis.edu/Services/ILL/ILL.html) and we will locate the article from another library.  You will receive and email with a link for retrieving the article. (Note:  when logging in to interlibrary loan, use the same username and password you use for your FLC email or logging on in computer labs.)
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