December 1, 2006

To Whom It May Concern:


I am extremely pleased to write a letter on behalf of Dr. Brian Burke.  Dr. Burke has been in my life for the past 4 years in one or more of the following roles: professor, supervisor, mentor and/or colleague.  I have been in school for over twenty years and have been exposed to many diverse educators.  I feel I am, therefore, an excellent judge for what makes an exceptional professor.  I believe Dr. Burke is such a professor; he is caring, charismatic, passionate, dedicated, and innovative.


When I first met Dr. Burke, he was presenting a creative and ingenious power point presentation relating DSM IV disorders (characteristics and traits) to cactus.  The presentation was a crowd pleaser with my peers and psychology professors.  Dr. Burke was able to capture the attention of the audience while effectively teaching the material.

Dr. Burke continues to excel as a professor and a teacher; one does necessarily denote the other.  As a teacher in the classroom, he presented lectures that taught to all learning styles.  The lectures were engaging and captivating every time.  Class was always a pleasant and positive surprise; students knew that they were receiving the very best in every class.  Inventive games such as “Win, Lose, or Draw” and “How to be a Millionaire” were played using psychology terminology and theory; these held the sometimes flighty attention of the students and solidified the term and ideas.


The enthusiastic energy, openness, ability to make connections with every student, kindness and zest to share knowledge with others comes across in every class Dr. Burke teaches.  His Counseling Skills class was an exceptional course that helped prepare me for working in the Human Service field.  The reflective listening skills, ability to create genuine relationships, and the importance, of being authentic with each client has served me well over the years and provided a solid foundation to which I have added other strong skills and knowledge.  I believe I am a more effective counselor, who is able to make stronger connections with students, in my current job in wilderness therapy because of Dr. Burke’s class.  Additionally, it positively influenced my decision to pursue my Masters and become a licensed clinician. 
As an advisor, mentor, and colleague, Dr. Burke is a dynamic and resourceful force to be used by students and alumni alike.  He is able to listen and offer support in everything from which courses to take in school, guidelines and concerns to consider when applying for a graduate program, how to organize and structure papers, others views to consider when working with a client, and advise, in general.  When I needed additionally feedback on my senior seminar wilderness therapy paper, Dr. Burke gave me the time and insight needed that was instrumental for conceptualizing and solidifying my ideas.  He continues to help students beyond the classroom and college setting; I am just one of many students who actively seek Dr. Burke’s guidance as I continue to develop as a professional counselor.  

It is my sincerest pleasure to recommend Dr. Brian Burke for Outstanding Teacher of Psychology awarded by The Society for the Teaching of Psychology.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any further questions.

Warmly,

Shelley L Nielsen, MSW

Nielsen_s@fortlewis.edu
