Minor In Teaching & Teacher Education

In order to sharpen and improve my teaching skills, enhance my knowledge of pertinent pedagogical issues, and augment my ability to reflect upon my own approach to teaching, I decided to pursue a minor in college teaching during my graduate studies. Since the minor did not formally exist at the UA, I worked with several faculty members to create a new program: a minor in teaching & teacher education with a certificate in college teaching.  Here is a brief summary of the courses I took, which represent a broad array of teaching approaches from faculty members in different departments:

PSYC 596T: Teaching of Psychology (3 credits) Designed to stimulate thinking about important pedagogical issues (e.g., What are the most important goals of college education? What constitutes effective teaching?). Also designed to develop specific skills (e.g., organizational, presentational, problem-solving) that will enhance your effectiveness as a course instructor in psychology courses and beyond. 

PSYC 586: Ethical Issues in Psychology (3 credits) A consideration of issues in the derivation of ethical criteria, selection of the appropriate subset of criteria to guide ethical decision-making, and utilization of the criteria when making a decision in psychological research, practice, supervision, and teaching.

UNVR 697A: Learner Centered Teaching (3 credits) Designed for graduate students who will be serving as teaching assistants/graders or who plan to pursue a career in teaching. Pedagogical issues central to teaching/learning at the college level such as learning styles, classroom climate, and culture will be covered.

UNVR 597A: Using Technology in Teaching (3 credits) Combines in-depth reading related to pedagogical issues in the use of technology in teaching and learning with guided, individually-focused training and practice in using technology in teaching. 

UNVR 694A: Supervised College-Level Teaching (4 credits) The practical application, on an individual basis, of previously studied theory for use and refinement in a classroom setting.  The supervisee works with the teaching center and a member of his/her department while teaching a course as primary instructor.
These courses were of benefit to me in several ways. First, I learned how to teach so that I could supplement my own teaching instincts with current research on teaching and ideas generated from exceptional teachers across the university. Second, I could dialogue with other teachers and discuss similarities and differences in our approaches as well as the rationale behind our various strategies and classroom decisions. Finally, teaching became for me not only something that I do, but also something that I think about, share with others, and process deeply – in essence, something that I live.    
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