Beast in the Garden  Reading Questions – Discussion 4 (final) (pp. 169-240):

Use these questions to guide your reading, to help you take some notes on the reading, and to prepare for discussion.   Write your responses to questions marked with * to turn in! 
Continue your list of mountain lion natural history facts that you learn while reading this book.  
Part 3 – Plague
Chapter 12 – The Long Summer
1. Is there a parallel between Boulder’s mountain lions and the tigers of Malaysia & Indonesia?  Describe similarities.
2. *Why, on p. 171, does Baron say “The city had entered a cougar plague”?

3. Imagine yourself in Lynda Walters’ position.  What would you do?  How would you feel?  Did she do the right things, or was she just lucky?

4. *Discuss how your opinion of mountain lions changed during the course of the book, from when the lion family showed up at Happy Times (Chapter Three) to when Lynda Walters was chased by two lions on her afternoon run (Chapter Twelve).
5. Lynda’s encounter sparked concern and controversy.  What did the Boulder County Commissioners suggest, and how did the DOW respond?  Does this surprise you?  What do you think the various parties should have done?

6. Describe other mountain lion encounters in the “long summer.”  What was surprising/unusual about them?

7. *Was Richard Partridge justified in shooting the lion (p. 182)?

8. Do you think the cat incident on College Hill was handled appropriately?  Why weren’t other lion encounters dealt with in this manner?

9. *What could have caused an end to Boulder’s “plague” by autumn 1990?  What was Baron’s hypothesis, and what evidence is there to support it?

Chapter 13 – Final Run 
1. *p. 192 – Did Officer White do the right thing when he encountered the lion in Idaho Springs?  What would you have done?
2. *Why does Baron include this reference, on p. 198: “...out on the ridge that stood tall and steep, like an Aztec temple, above the city of gold”?  (italics added)

3. How did you feel, reading this chapter...?
4. *Why did the police/searchers at the death scene order the mountain lion shot?

Chapter 14 – The Investigation 
1. *Do you feel like the evidence gathered and the story assembled are convincing – that Scott was killed by the lion?

2. *Why wasn’t this front-page news in the U.S., or even in Colorado?

3. Are the descriptions in this chapter unnecessarily gruesome, or do you think they are needed to tell the story?  Why include all of this detail?

4. Could Scott Lancaster’s death have been prevented?  If so, how?

Chapter 15 – Exegesis 
1. *What does “exegesis” mean?

2. *Why did the public backlash against the DOW never come?  If you had been involved somehow, how would you have reacted?

3. If Scott’s death had occurred in or outside of Boulder (instead of Idaho Springs), do you think public reaction would have been different?

4. Does being eaten by a lion “...rank higher...” “[o]n a scale of purity of death...” (p. 226) in your opinion?  Would you find solace in this, if Scott were your friend or relative?
5. Do you approve of the DOW’s new/revised approach to urban lions after Scott’s death?  Why didn’t they act sooner?  Is it good enough that “[a]lthough problems did not cease, they stopped escalating” (p. 225)?

6. *What are some examples of data Jim Halfpenny presented at the lion conference (in spring 1991) to answer his question: “Are lions habituating to people on the Front Range?”  (p. 227)  Give at least 3 lines of evidence.

7. What are some possible explanations for the habituation?

8. What did Michael see when he climbed Flagstaff Mountain?  How long had it taken for this change to occur?

 Epilogue 
1. *What is the point of including Andy Peterson’s story?

2. *Give some additional examples of the increased brazenness of mountain lions around people, in the western U.S. (minimum 3-4) and even beyond and to the east.

3. How should the country respond to the recovery and increase of lions across the continent?

4. How do you feel about Andy Peterson’s response to the lion attack?  Can you imagine how you would respond – would it change your life?

5. Do you agree that lions are “...heralds of a new stage in the nation’s evolution...” (p. 237)?  Why or why not?

6. P. 237 – Cronon quote: “The myth of wilderness...is that we can somehow leave nature untouched by our passage.”  (see also the next paragraph)  Give examples of how you have seen this is true, not only from the book, but from topics we have discussed in class.

7. Do you agree that “[w]e must manage nature in order to leave it alone” (p. 238)?  Ecologists and land managers often state that even doing “nothing” is still doing something.  What does this mean?

8. On p. 238 Baron gives some examples of using aversive conditioning to manage wildlife.  From your experience/coursework/other readings, can you give some additional examples, and discuss their success (or lack thereof)?  (e.g. film: “Wolves in Paradise”)

9. Is human conditioning possible?  Desirable?  Necessary? Do you know of examples from your own community or from Durango?  (e.g. “BearSmart”)

10. Quote on p. 239 – Baron states that even bringing back large predators “...cannot erase the need for human intervention.”  Is this a legitimate statement, or is it reactionary?  How will it be accepted by the general public?

11. Do you accept Baron’s final offering for why Scott Lancaster’s death didn’t cause a greater uproar?

12. * Re-visit this question: Who or what is “the beast” of the title?  What is “the garden”?
13. * An underlying theme of the book is that, by attracting wildlife into yards, people can cause profound changes in wildlife behavior.  Do you think it’s ever okay to feed wildlife?  What about feeding birds?
14. Who is most to blame for the tragedy of Scott Lancaster’s death?
15. Discuss what lessons Boulder’s story holds for your own community.

16. You may have noticed that Baron used many biblical references throughout his book.  Find and outline some examples of this.  What do you think was the author’s intention in using such biblical analogies? 
