TRS 82 Day 9 Homework

Thinking Ahead about Multiplying and Dividing Fractions:  To prepare for your next class, you should fully understand the following questions.  You should check your answers with the answer key posted on your instructor’s website to make sure you are correct.  
You can get help with this work from the following sources:
1. Visit your instructor during office hours
2. Go to the Algebra Alcove

You have probably learned to multiply and divide fractions before and may remember some rules about how to do it.  For the following questions, we want you to try NOT to use rules or calculations.  Instead, answer the questions based on your common sense. We’ll be using this work in class on Monday.

1. What is one-half of one-fourth?

One half of one fourth is one eighth.  If you have two one eighth’s, this will become two-eighths which is equivalent to one-fourth.

2. You are supposed to meet a friend in three-quarters of an hour.  How many minutes is this?

There are 60 minutes in an hour.  If you divide this into fours, you have 15 minutes.  So, three-fourths would be 45 minutes.

3. You and your friends get paid $60 for some yard work.  How much do you get if you get a third of the total?

$60 divided by three would be $20.  So, you would get paid $20.

You may want to use your textbook for a reference for the following questions (use the Index):
4. What is a reciprocal of a number?  

The reciprocal of a number is when the numerator becomes the denominator and the denominator becomes the numerator.  


5. Give three examples of pairs of reciprocal numbers.
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