Earth Systems Science Lab: Plotting Florida River Data with Excel

Plotting instructions: Excel 2004 for Mac

1) Open the file (“Florida data sorted by date” or “Florida data sorted by location”).

2) Choose the appropriate tab.
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3) Click the “Insert” menu at the top of the screen. From the drop-down menu, select “Chart...”
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4) When the “Chart Wizard” window opens, select the XY (Scatter) for the chart type and the points with straight lines connecting them for the chart sub-type:
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5) A window labeled “Source Data” will pop up. Click in the “Data range” box:
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Then select the data you want to plot. (The example shows Na values selected.)
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6) Click on the “Series” tab in the window.
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7) Click in the “Name” box and select the name of the data you want to plot in the main window. The location of the name should appear in the Chart Wizard.
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8) Click in the “X values” box in the Chart Wizard...
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...and select the cells beneath the “River miles” heading. 
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The location of the cells should appear in the Chart Wizard...
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...and a small version of the graph should appear.
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9) Click the “Add” button, and a new series will appear.
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10) Choose another set of data to add to your graph. Select the “Name” box and the location of the name (for instance, K (ppm) ). Select the same river miles set of cells for the X values. For the Y box, delete any text in the box...
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... and select the cells that contain the data.
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11) Add a title to the graph and labels for the X and Y axes.
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12) You can place all the graphs on a single page and arrange them for printing.
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