Earth Systems Science

Laboratory 2: Answer sheet
Exploring Minerals 

1.1.  Definition of a mineral.

A mineral is:
1.2. Minerals and non-minerals.

	Substance
	Mineral or non-mineral?
	For non-minerals, which part of definition does not fit?

	Plate Glass


	
	

	Multivitamins


	
	

	Sugar


	
	

	Table Salt


	
	

	Coal


	
	

	Sea Shell


	
	

	Amber (petrified tree sap)
	
	

	Wood


	
	

	Ice or Snow


	
	

	Plastic


	
	

	Petrified wood


	
	

	Quartz crystal


	
	

	Quartz with no external crystal shape
	
	


2.  Mineral Identification Worksheet
	#
	Metallic or non-metallic?
	Hardness

(number estimate)
	Streak
	Cleavage

(# planes and direction)
	Other diagnostic properties
	Mineral name

	1.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	2.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	4.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	5.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	6.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	7.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	8.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	10. 

	
	
	
	
	
	

	11.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	12.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	13.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	14.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	15.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	16.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	17.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	18.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	19.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	20.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	21.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	22.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	23.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	24.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	25.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	27.


	
	
	
	
	
	

	28.

	
	
	
	
	
	


3. Minerals in household products.
	Product
	Mineral(s)
	Why are the minerals useful?

	1.
	
	

	2.
	
	

	3.
	
	

	4.
	
	


