BA 353: Business Analytics
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Today



Wednesday


Friday
Intro – class, BA

ICE 1:  Mazu


Big Data Case 1:
SA 1



Bubbles


NFL Data


· Welcome!

· Syllabus

· Roll call

Thought Experiment:

· Point Spreads ( Probability of win.  
· Explain with Broncos example, maybe...
· Draw graph.

· Credit Score ( Probability of loan payback.

· Draw graph again.

· Determine interest rates?

Short Assignment 1

Write up a one page memo about what Business Analytics is.  Search online for the following topics and see what you learn.  This is due at the beginning of class on Wednesday, be ready to discuss what you learned.

1. What is Business Analytics?  (Find a couple of different definitions and merge them into your own definition.)

a. What is “Business Intelligence?”

b. What is “Knowledge Management?”
c. How does Business Analytics relate to Management Science and Operations Management?

2. Which companies currently sell business analytics software?  List at least three.  Extra points if you can find a commercial for one of these companies online and list the link.
3. What big companies use business analytics to improve their performance?  List at least three and include details about how and what they do.

4. What is a Certified Analytics Professional?

5. Find a statistic or statement online that “proves” that Business Analytics is one of the “hottest” business topics today.
6. Later in the term, we will analyze real data from Ska Brewing and the Wells Group.  From what you’ve learned above, theorize how either Ska or the Wells Group could use business analytics to improve their overall performance.

7. Download the apps “Crush Eggs” and “Mazu Bubble” onto your smartphone and play them for a little while (the “Classic” game).  I’m not kidding.  Bring your smartphone (with the app) and access to MS Excel to class on Wednesday.  You may delete these games after class on Wednesday.
