BA 363: Local Business
Instructor:
Eric Huggins, Ph.D.

Term:

Fall 2022


Office:

158 EBH


Phone:

382-6912




email:

huggins_e@fortlewis.edu
Text:

946-9077
	Section
	Class Time and Place

	21114
	TuTh 4:05pm – 5:30pm, EBH 108 or off campus.


Office Hours:

MW:

8:00am to 9:00am and 11:10am to 12:10pm.




Tuesdays:
8:30am to 10:30am

Text:  None.  Online resources will be available on course webpage and on Canvas.
Fall 2022 Rules and Protocols

0. If you feel sick, stay home, do not come to campus or on tours.  Once you feel better, I will work with you to help you catch up.  You will not be penalized for missing class due to illness.
1. Do the normal things that lead to success.  Read the material, ask questions, don’t let yourself fall behind, if you get stuck on something seek help sooner rather than later, compare your work with classmates (but don’t just copy their work – you know the difference).

2. I will share information with you via (at least) four ways during this term.  In person in class, on Canvas, on the course website and via email.  You must check your FLC email account every weekday for potential course updates.

3. This class is an in-person class and attendance is required.
a. Why?  The information we will learn from local business leaders is not in any textbook.    

b. Can a student take this class completely remotely?  No.

c. There may be some exceptions, with some days being hybrid or completely remote.  Stay tuned in class, on Canvas and via email for updates.

Overview:  Durango and La Plata County have a breadth of local businesses that many students (and residents) may not even know about.  The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with these businesses by meeting with members of their upper management and touring their facilities.  In particular, we will investigate what the advantages and challenges are of running a business in a small, isolated area like Durango.  
Goals and Objectives:
· Students will develop a thorough understanding of the breadth of local business in Durango and La Plata County.

· Students will learn the advantages and challenges of running a business in a small, isolated community.

· Students will visit with upper management and tour facilities at local businesses including, but not limited to:

· Purgatory
· Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge Railroad

· Rocky Mountain Chocolate Factory

· Ska Brewing Company
· StoneAge Water Blast Tools
Tentative Grading Policy:



Short Assignments

Twenty Assignments

20 x 2%    = 
40%

Tour Attendance







30%



Final Portfolio







    
30%
Total







                       100%

· Short Assignments will occur daily and may be individual or group based.  They will be posted online on the course web page and may be sent out over email.  Students are required to check their FLC email account daily.  Class attendance is required as these assignments will be topical depending on the speaker and/or tour of the day.
· Tour attendance is mandatory.  Students are required to be on time for all tours and actively participate in them.  Students must follow specific rules for each tour, such as wearing proper shoes, etc.  Missed tours cannot be made up (literally) and will receive a zero score; exceptions may be made for illness.
· The Final Portfolio will be a complete portfolio of all the assignments throughout the course and descriptions of each company studied.  More information will be available about the FP later in the term but keep all your notes and assignments until the course is complete.
· Final grades will be assigned as: 94-100 = A, 90-93.9 = A-, 87-89.9 = B+, 83-86.9 = B, 80-82.9 = B-, 77-79.9 = C+, 73-76.9 = C, 70-72.9 = C-, 67-69.9 = D+, 63-66.9 = D, 60-62.9 = D- and 0-59.9 = F.

· Students who withdraw prior to the Census Date will not receive a grade for the course.  There are specific rules and deadlines for students who withdraw after Census Date, familiarize yourself with them.  Students who stop attending class but do not withdraw from the course will receive an ‘F.’

Tentative Schedule:

Please Note: Almost everything about this course is tentative to some degree, as much of the scheduling will be done on the fly and will work around the availability of the speakers and tour openings.  The schedule will be clearly highlighted on the course webpage as it becomes firm and students must check their FLC email accounts daily in case of last-minute changes.  However, by attending class and doing the work, you will guarantee that you succeed in the course.

Attendance:  Students are expected to arrive on time and be alert for the entire class period.  Due to the experiential nature of this course, attendance is mandatory for all course meetings, although a few of the course meetings may be “hybrid.”  While in class, particularly when we have speakers or are off campus, students are expected to behave in a courteous, professional manner at all times.
Students who miss one day of class may make up the absence with an additional assignment that they develop themselves.  These makeup assignments must not require any additional time or effort from the instructor and must convince the instructor that they did everything possible to make up for what they missed.
Students who miss two days of class or one day of class plus are consistently late may be penalized severely on their final grade for the course.  Students who miss more than two days of class may fail the course.  

Special Needs:  Students who have special needs because of a disability or medical condition should contact me as soon as possible.  Every effort will be made to accommodate and to facilitate the learning process.

Tours:  Students are expected to arrive to class and to off campus tours on time, ready to participate.  Students are encouraged to dress professionally while off campus, or at the very least, inoffensively.   Closed-toed shoes will be required for some tours, so plan on wearing them every day that the class is off campus.  Students will be responsible for getting to tour locations on their own although every effort will be made to support car-pooling.  Similarly, the professor will allow ample time for students to commute to and from these tours to be on time for other classes.
Academic Dishonesty:  Academic dishonesty will not be tolerated and will be punished as severely as possible.  Cheating will result in an “F” for the course and being reported to the Vice President for Academic Affairs for possible additional sanctions.  Students are encouraged to work together, but the work they turn in must be their own work.

A Brief Life History:  Eric Logan Huggins was born in Missoula, Montana, a town similar to Durango in many ways.  At age nine he moved with his family to Olympia, Washington, former home of the eponymous beverage.  He attended college at Harvey Mudd College in Claremont, California, and graduated with a B.S. in Mathematics.  He then attended graduate school at the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor for two years, earning an M.S. in Industrial and Operations Engineering.  Needing a break from being a student, Eric moved to Honolulu, Hawaii, for a one year leave-of-absence from graduate school.  Six years later, all the while teaching at Hawaii Pacific University, he decided to return to graduate school to complete his Ph.D.  During his final three years of graduate school, Eric lived in Ann Arbor (again), Auckland, New Zealand (where he met his wife), and University City, Missouri.  He lives in Durango with his wife Samantha and son Fergus.  Dr. Huggins enjoys the great outdoors including hiking, mountain biking, camping, snowboarding, skiing, and surfing.  For more information about Eric, please visit his website: http://soba.fortlewis.edu/huggins/
