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• Animal Identification has been 
around for centuries. Cattle 
branding for example is one of 
the earliest known animal 
identification systems.

• There was another system in 
the 1940’s that was used to 
scan cattle vaccinated for 
brucellosis.

• This animal id program that 
used tag and ear tattoos was 
highly successful in the U.S., 
however, it has been slowly 
replaced by other ID systems.

History



Is it voluntary?
• Participation is your 

choice.
• USDA has no plan to 

make participation in any 
component of NAIS 
mandatory.

• Individual states may 
choose to keep 
participation voluntary or 
not, based on local needs.



Background
• NAIS is a modern streamlined information system 

that will enable producers at first response to any 
disease effecting any part of animal agriculture 

• It will allow a more rapid and efficient response by the 
producers in case of a disease outbreak. 

• NAIS will help limit the extent and expense of the 
outbreak, and it will allow APHIS (animal and plant 
health inspection service) to minimize the impact it 
has on domestic and foreign markets.



Background Con’t
• NAIS is in the progress of 

developing animal id’s for cattle 
(dairy and beef), swine, sheep, 
goats, horses, poultry, bison, 
deer, elk, llamas, and alpacas. 

• In NAIS there are three 
voluntary components:  
premises registration, animal 
identification, and animal 
tracing. These are all evolving 
to meet producers demand 

• you don’t have to participate in 
all of them you can just register 
your premise.  

• It is recommended to do all 
three components for the most 
accurate and rapid response.



Australia’s NLIS
o Australia national 

livestock identification 
system.

o Australia uses a similar 
program to NAIS which 
was started almost a 
decade ago.

o First used in the state of 
Victoria in 1999. Final 
state came on board in 
2005.

o Australia operates under a 
herd based system that is 
connected to a individual 
property number.

o It took about six years to 
complete the system. 

o It use to be voluntary, but 
now it is mandatory.

o They use a radio 
frequency ID device. Ear 
tags are also acceptable.



What NAIS offers
• Reduces hardships cause 

by disease
• Protects livestock and 

farmers livelihood
• Preserves the 

marketability of animals
• 48 hour trace back of all 

animal movements



Facts
• Are there fines?
• Does the USDA want to track all animals?
• It will provide “real-time” surveillance of 

livestock.
• Tracks all livestock?

http://animalid.aphis.usda.gov/nais/index.shtml



Identification devices
• Ear Tags:

-Includes 15 digit number 

-eTag: electronic RFID 
transponder for cattle

-Combo eTag: Provides 
visual I.D. 

http://www.rfidtagstcc.com/

http://www.rfidtagstcc.com/


Possible problems
• Who’s going to keep the Data?

– State or Federal Governments
• Main person opposing NAIS is Mary Zanoni, 

PhD, JD, executive director of Farm for Life TM 
and a New York lawyer 
– Drive small farmers out
– Everyone has to register
– Report all moving

http://www.westonaprice.org/federalupdate/aa2006/infoalert_032006.html



Issues about NAIS
• Intrusion into people’s lives
• Burden on property rights
• High costs, money
• Damage to Economy
• Reduces choices for consumers
• Technology and the database

http://farmandranchfreedom.org/content/problems-with-NAIS

http://farmandranchfreedom.org/content/problems-with-NAIS


NAIS Components



Premises Registration
•

 

Foundation of the NAIS
•

 

Fundamental to containing animal 
disease

•
 

Voluntary 
•

 

Free & quick process
•

 

Premises Identification Number (PIN)
•

 

Privacy Information Protected

http://animalid.aphis.usda.gov/nais/premises_id/index.shtml



http://animalid.aphis.usda.gov/nais/premises_id/update.shtml

http://animalid.aphis.usda.gov/nais/premises_id/update.shtml


Animal ID
•

 

Animal Identification Number
–

 

Lifetime
–

 

Links to birthplace or premises of origin
–

 

Radio Frequency
•

 

Two Options
–

 

Individual Identification
–

 

Group/Lot Identification



Colorado’s Brand Inspection Program

Brand Identification
•

 

Purpose
–

 

To help protect livestock owners from loss of 
animals due to theft, straying or 
misappropriation

•

 

Monitor change of livestock ownership
•

 

17 state ~ brand inspection laws
•

 

Cattle, equine, & horses
•

 

Funded ~ brand inspection registration & 
livestock owners 

•

 

CO requires brand inspection
•

 

Colorado Department of Agriculture & Division 
of  Brand Inspection

http://www.COanimalid.org



Animal Tracing
•

 
Under development

•
 

Improve animal management & protect animal 
health

•
 

Animal tracking database
•

 
Components
–

 
Determine scope of disease

–
 

Accurate information
–

 
Animal movement records

http://animalid.aphis.usda.gov/nais/animal_track/index.shtml

http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http%3A%2F%2Fimages.search.yahoo.com%2Fsearch%2Fimages%3Fp%3Danimal%2Btracing%26ei%3DUTF-8%26fr%3Dyfp-t-501%26b%3D21&w=223&h=314&imgurl=www.defra.gov.uk%2Fanimalh%2Ftracing%2Fimages%2Fhorseposter.jpg&rurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.defra.gov.uk%2Fanimalh%2Ftracing%2Fhorses%2Fhorses_index.htm&size=23.2kB&name=horseposter.jpg&p=animal+tracing&type=jpeg&no=23&tt=105&oid=11cc2fff57b69a78&ei=UTF-8


http://www.porkmag.com/printFriendly.asp?ed_id=3442



References
• USDA Website http://animalid.aphis.usda.gov/nais/
• Colorado Department of Ag. 

http://www.ag.state.co.us/animals/AnimalID.html
• The Eco-logic Powerhouse March 2006 

http://eco.freedom.org/articles/nais-306.shtml
• Farm and Ranch Guide. “Australia implemented similar 

animal ID program decade ago.” Jeff DeYoung, February 
19, 2007. 
http://www.farmandranchguide.com/articles/2007/02/19/a 
g_news/livestock_news/live15.prt

http://animalid.aphis.usda.gov/nais/
http://www.ag.state.co.us/animals/AnimalID.html
http://eco.freedom.org/articles/nais-306.shtml
http://www.farmandranchguide.com/articles/2007/02/19/ag_news/livestock_news/live15.prt
http://www.farmandranchguide.com/articles/2007/02/19/ag_news/livestock_news/live15.prt


References Con’t
• The Weston A. Price Foundation 

http://www.westonaprice.org/federalupdate/aa200 
6/infoalert_032006.html

• Farm and Ranch Freedom Alliance 
http://farmandranchfreedom.org/content/problems 
-with-NAIS

• RFID Tags http://www.rfidtagstcc.com/
• Pork 

http://www.porkmag.com/printFriendly.asp?ed_id 
=3442

http://www.westonaprice.org/federalupdate/aa2006/infoalert_032006.html
http://www.westonaprice.org/federalupdate/aa2006/infoalert_032006.html
http://farmandranchfreedom.org/content/problems-with-NAIS
http://farmandranchfreedom.org/content/problems-with-NAIS
http://www.rfidtagstcc.com/
http://www.porkmag.com/printFriendly.asp?ed_id=3442
http://www.porkmag.com/printFriendly.asp?ed_id=3442

	Animal identification is a great way for ranchers to keep track of livestock movement and diseases 
	History
	Is it voluntary?
	Background
	Background Con’t
	Australia’s NLIS
	What NAIS offers
	Facts
	Identification devices
	Possible problems
	Issues about NAIS
	NAIS Components
	Premises Registration
	Slide Number 14
	Animal ID
	Colorado’s Brand Inspection Program
	Animal Tracing
	Slide Number 18
	References
	References Con’t

